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EDITORIAL 


Rest At Evening 
Time 


The prospect of old age is a haunting fear to 
many. It is not merely illness and physical help- 


lessness which are dreaded, but it is peverty and — 


want which loom as ghosts of a dark future. 


God wants us to trust Him for life’s evening. 
Someone has well said: ‘We may not know what 
is in the future, but we know who is in the future.’ 
He will never leave us or forsake us. 3 


Dr. Hallesby in his very helpful book on prayer 
tells of the Christian woman in his native Norway 
who was without any relatives. As she approached 
old age she went one day to a wealthy Christian 
farmer saying that she had $1,200.00 and would 


like to be taken into his home until she died. He 


objected that she might be sick for a long time and 
her care might be too heavy a burden. 


She was convinced, however, that God for His | 


glory and to vindicate her faith would keep her 
from being too heavy a charge for anyone. So 
she went to another Christian farmer who took her 
in. Every day she cheerfully shared in the work 
of the spinning wheel. . 


One morning she did not appear for breakfast. 
When the members of the household looked for 
her, they found her body motionless in death in 
bed. God had gently called her Home. She had 


prayed and trusted that God might keep her from ~ 


serious illness, not that she might escape suffering, 
but that she might not cause trouble to others. 


This lovely story illustrates two points. First, 
we may trust God to do with us as best in our old 
age. Second, Christians should care for the aged 
who have any claim upon their love and interest. 


The aged ministers of our church and their 
dependents have a claim upon us. Soon for them 
life’s little day will be over. Ought we not, as time 
for the Joy Gift approaches, remember them 
generously and give them rest at evening time? 


—C. N. W., ITI. 


Preaching On The 
Holy Spirit. 


The Synod of Texas passed a resolution unazri- 
mously requesting all ministers to preach the whole 
month of next April on “The Person And Work Of 
The Holy Spirit.”” This was done because of the 
lethargy of the Church in winning souls. The 
Church is so cluttered up with drives, causes, or 
ganizations and conferences on every conceivable 
matter that spiritual things have been crowded out 
or have lost first place. Hearts everywhere are 
hungry and sore discouraged. Churches which have 
preaching only once or twice a month, have far 
more special collections than they have services. 
The Spirit seems to have departed. Organization 
has taken His place. Dr. Mott says that this is the 
‘most dangerous era in our history.” But it is also 
the era when courage is called for—courage to 
throw off the unspiritual shackles, or the shackles 
of the good things which crowd out the first and 
best. The way out of the unspiritual is to go back 
to the source—the Holy Spirit. We preach too sel- 
dom on the Holy Spirit. It has been my experience 
and observation throughout my 50 years as pastor 
that a sermon on the Holy Spirit is always effective. 
Yet it is always hard to preach on that subject be 
cause the unholy spirit, the Devil, doesn’t want any 


such preaching and he will make it hard for any 
preacher to do it. But how a church will rise out of 
the ashes of unspirituality when the pulpit 1s o 


fire with the power of the Spirit. “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 
Not by organization nor any man-made way. Ser 
mons on The Striving Spirit, Grieving The Spirit, 


- Quenching The Spirit, Lost Power Regained, A 


Spirit-Filled Church, Pentecost, and dozens of such 
subjects will more than fill up a month, And the 
Church will put on its strength. If our whole 


Church would preach on the Holy Spirit for 4 


month, souls would be won as never before. The 
power is near us. Why not turn away from al 
broken cisterns and turn on the Fountain? Stat 
the church-year with sermons on the Spirit. Spirit 
ualize the whole year and every cause. Put 

other subjects away. This one—the Holy Spirit- 
should have first place. It will make our Chur¢h 
over. “Come, Holy Spirit, with all thy quicken 
power.” TU: 


today, 


Deity 
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Who Is Troubling 
Israel? 


“Art thou he that troubleth Israel?”—TI Kings 
18:17. | 
Ahab accuses Elijah of being a “trouble-maker.” 


flijah hurls the accusation back by saying: “I have 


not troubled Israel; but thou and thy father’s 


house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments 


of the Lord, and thou hast followed Balaam.” 


Who was right, Elijah -or Ahab?- God decided 
this a short time later on Mount Carmel. 


The Modernists today accuse us “Fundamen- . 


talists” of being ‘“‘trouble-makers,” a “drag on the 
nropram of the Church.” They trv to keen all such 
“rouble-makers” out of the church, and in some 
eases Where they are in the majority. cast them 
out of the church—as was true of Dr. Machen. 
They insist on our being “tolerant” and “broad- 
minded” but show a spirit of intense intolerance 
and narrowness when they have power. 


Elijah was a “Fundamentalist,” if there ever 
was one—this “Mt. Sinai of a man with a heart 
like a thunderstorm.” He was no “Yes-man’’; no 
compromiser. He believed God, he believed in 
praver, he was exceedingly zealous for the true 
faith, He was no doubt called a fool and fanatic, 
as well as trouble-maker. Many of God’s greatest 
servants have been called by these and worse 
names. Paul was to some a fool and a madman. 
He was glad to be a fool for the sake of Christ. 
The Pope called Luther a fool. He certainly stirred 
up trouble for the apostate church of Rome, John 
Knox was a trouble-maker to Queen Mary. The 
Wesleys and Whitefield were trouble-makers for 
the back-slidden church of their day. In fact, what 
would the Church have done, where would it be 
today, if there had been no God-sent “trouble- 
makers” to bring it back to repentance? 


A Fundamentalist is a person who believes 
certain great essential doctrines. The Northern 
Assembly defined these, in short, as belief in the 
full inspiration and infallibility of the’ Scriptures 


as the Word of God, the Virgin Birth and true 


Deity of our Lord, His Vicarious Death on the 
cross, His working of miracles, His Bodily Resur- 
rection and Return in glory. The Auburn signers 
either rejected these or said they were not essential. 
Who were the “trouble-makers?”? Those who stood 
Hy the faith of their fathers or those who departed 
rom it? 


There is a slow but steady infiltration of Uni- 
larian “leaven’” and Modernist teaching in our 
Southern Church. Someone has said that we are 
‘like a ripe plum, ready to fall into the lap of 
Liberalism.’”? We hope and pray that this is not true. 
We hardly believe it possible, but we know there is 
4 grave danger. The tendency is not to insist upon 
doctrinal soundness, but: on whether a man is a 
“Yes-man,” ready to fall in line with all the activi- 
lies and programs and projects of the church. We 
0 not want any. “trouble-makers’” who will per- 
chance call attention to some evils that exist, or 
object to some of our. plans. Why should it be a 
‘me for a Presbyterian to follow his conscience 


and exercise the right of free speech and full 


debate? Are we afraid of these “trouble-makers”? 
If there are things. which need correction—and 
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surely we do not believe our Church perfect or 
our leaders infallible—we ought to be glad to find 
them; if there is nothing wrong, all we have to do 
is to produce facts in refutation of any charges 
made by an objector. gees 


What is troubling the church today, our church, 
and every other church? Is it too much faith, or 
too little faith; too much prayer, or too little 
prayer; too much Zeal, or Laodicean lukewarm- 
ness; too much separation from the world, or a 
flood of worldliness? When the disciples asked 
Jesus, “‘Why could we not cast him out?” He re- 
plied, “because of your unbelief”. (Matt.), “This 
kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and 
fasting” (Mark). We face a world in one of its 
demon-possessed fits, wallowing in the mire of sin, 
and in its own blood and sweat and tears. : 


Who can do anything for our world? Is it the 
man who doubts, or the man who believes; the man 
who is trusting the natural, or the supernatural? 
Now the Fundamentalist with all his faults, and 
we have plenty of them,—lack of the very faith 
we boast of, being one of the worst,—with all our 
faults, we do believe God. Is our faith a handicap, 
or a help? With deep humility and shame we con- 
fess our need and utter our heart’s desire for more 
faith, more prayer, more consecration, more zeal, 
more loyalty and love. May the mantle of Elijah, 
the great trouble-maker, fall on us and make us 


willing to be called even fools and fanatics for the 


sake of Him who was called every abusive name 
His enemies could think of. Did He not come to 
bring ‘fa sword” and stir up trouble for the devil, 
demons, wicked men, and the cold, dead Jewish 
church, filled with Pharisees, Sadducees, and Hero- 
dians, who went about.to kill Him? 

—J. K. P. 


Unconditional 
Surrender 


Our Church is officially on record as desiring a 
revival. We have machinery and organization suf- 
ficient to promote a revival. We have men and 
women earnestly desiring revival. We have groups 
who are sincerely praying for the greatest bless- 
ing which can come to-a Church, and to the 
Nation, a real spiritual awakening. 


It is possible though that we have not considered 
the one thing without which revival is impossible— 
unconditional surrender to Jesus Christ. 


A revival comes only through the power of the 
Holy Spirit and it would seem that the order of 
procedure for the manifestation of this Divine 
power is first a personal surrender to our Saviour, 
a surrender which involves a determination to 
give Christ complete control of our lives; a will- 
ingness to do His will, regardless of the personal 
cost to ourselves. 


We know such a revival is possible within the 
bounds of our Church, a revival which will bring 
untold blessings to thousands, if we wil] but agree 
in our hearts to give the Lord the pre-eminence in 
our lives. 


Unconditional surrender is not a burden, it is 


our greatest privilege. —L.N.B. 
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The Second Coming In 
Continental Theology 


Holmstroem, F., Das eschatolosche Denken der 
Gegenwart, Germany, 1936. 


Hildebrandt, Franz. Ph. D., This is the Message, 
he 1944. A Continental Reply to Charles 
aven. 


The fcrmer of these is a doctor’s dissertation 
written by a professor in the Swedish University of 
Lund, the second is bv a German lecturer in the 
University of Cambridge. They both show that 
theology on the Continent of Europe has returned 
to the acceptance of the coming of Christ in His 
Sosa as a fact and as the heart of the Christian 

ope. 


Holmstroem shows that from about the beginning 
of this century to the First World War there was 
an increasing recognition of the doctrine of ‘“‘the 
last things” as being at least the teaching of 
primitive Christianity. In the veriod from Barth’s 
commentary on Romans to Althaus’s third edition 
of “The Last Things,’’ the attempt was made to 
treat these matters as superhistory, as “having the 
value of an eternal call to decision. From the 
third edition of Die letzten Dinge in 1926 there 


has been a progressive recognition of such things © 


as the Second Coming of Christ, the Resurrection, 


and the Great Judgment as events that will occur. 


I find this in Barth’s late volumes, in my 1933 
edition of Althaus’ work, in K. Heim’s Jesus der 
Weltvollender, in the lectures of K. L. Schmidt, in 
Holmstroem himself, in Peter Barth’s Unser Beken- 
this zu Jesus Christus. 


Now in answer to Canon Raven, Professor Franz 
Hildebrandt writes that the return of Christ is not 
a matter of one’s view of science, but of faith. 
“For the expectation of the creature, the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. and the firstfruits of the Spirit all 
point to the fina] redemption of our body in the 
second Advent; a Creed without that decisive clause 
would no longer be the Christian Creed.” (p. 102). 
Again, “It was to the stable and the manger that 
Luther’s finger was pointing in all His Christmas 
sermons, warning the congregation from all ‘specu- 
lations,’ as he called it, such as ‘our own concepts 
of an agelong evolution and a vast cosmic urge.’ 
I suppose he was very naive and certainly pre- 
Copernican ... But when God makes Bethlehem 
the centre of the universe, who are we to critize 
His action?” (p. 20). 


Moreover, “In Germany those very people who 
complained most about the ‘prescientific’ outlook 
of the church and the archaic language of the 
liturgy were the first to proclaim loudly the new 
revelation in Adolph Hitler’ (p. 10). “And not 
a few educated men who twenty years ago had the 
greatest difficulty with the pre-Covernican cosmo- 
logy and the second advent of Christ have now 
thought it more honest to join in the Creeds with 
the Confessional Church than to confess the Anti- 
in terms of “modern Weltanschauung.”’ (p. 


And there are many other good things in Franz 
Hildebrandt’s little volume, such as the following: 


“The starting-point is not to ask whether it is up- 
to-date, but whether it is true.” (p. 11). 


“The Good News is His revelation, not our con- 
ception.” (p. 12). 


“When under the crisis of the Nazi invasion th 
Pastors in Germany began to preach the Word 
again, it was found that they preached better thay 
ever before: it was true both of great and small, of 
Niemoeller as well as of hundreds of anonymi, tho 
the power of their speech increased in the measur 
in which they were faithful to their text.” (p, 14), 


““T offered Christ to the people for three hours’ 
said John Wesley, coming home from a sermon: 
that is the sole purpose for which the Church 
exists.” (p. 30). —Wm.C. R. 


Cause To Ponder 


When a church leader departs from evangelical 
Christianity, and this fact can be incontrovertibly 
proven by his writings and addresses, it behooves 
every true Christian to take a stand. To whom 
shall he be loyal, to men, or to the doctrines of 
the Church? 


This Journal has spoken out against certain men 
who hold positions of high influence and power in 
the Church, and warned against the danger of fol. 
lowing their leadership, This is not a popular but 
it is a necessary task. 


Things have gone far when a secular magazine 
such as “‘Time,” in its issue of November 4, 1946, 
speaks of the religious laxity of certain men a; 
something to be “‘ashamed’’ of. 


Speaking of the Religious Book Club it says: “It 
is proud of its lack of religious rigidity in the books 
it recommends to its subscribers.’’? But this month 
many a Christian thought the club’s board of 
editors (which includes Bishop G. Bromley Oxnan, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Samuel McCrea Cavert, 


and Charles Clayton Morrison), might well be 


ashamed of its religious laxity. Reason: the recon: 


mendation of Robert Graves’s anti-Christian lit 


erary curiosity, “King Jesus.” 


The opposition of this Journal] to such men i 
not personal. This opposition is based on thei 
well-known departure from evangelical Christianity, 
and the fact that accepting their leadership in- 
volves a theological compromise which spells doom 
to a spiritual revival. —L.N.B. 


Is Sin A Fact? 


A professor of psychiatry on the Northwestem 
University “Reviewing Stand of the Air” recently 
declared, after stating that he strongly opposes 
feeling guilty about anything: ‘‘We must obliterate 
the concept of sin.” 


Sin has never been a popular subject. Sermons 
on sin are often severely criticized. The great sil 
of intellectual rejection of God and His Son usu 
ally goes unchallenged. 


But, despite the fact that the wages of sin 3 
death and that the Church is the repository of the 
Gospel message, the only hope for the sinner; & 
tirely too little is written and preached about sil. 


Denial of sin is folly of the worst sort. Be 
littleing of sin and its sure punishment is equally 
foolish. The Christian minister has no choice bl 


to denounce sin, warn the sinner and _proclall 


Him who alone can save from sin. 
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We are reminded of a story about Billy Sunday. 
During a campaign in Philadelphia he was asked 
one day to speak to the students at the University 
of Pennsylvania, but was warned that some of the 
professors did not believe in hell. He chose to 
speak on the subject of eternal punishment, and 
in the course Of his sermon remarked: “I under- 
stand there are men here who do not believe in 
hell. I want to tell you, my friends, that unless 
you reperit, some day you will be there, and in a 
second of time you will realize you were wrong.” 


Some call this ‘‘crude” preaching, but it is this 
kind of “crude” preaching which Jesus used, and 


which God has used in the ministry of His ser- 
vants since that day, to bring conviction of sin 
and repentance in the hearts of hearers. 


The wisdom of this world may seek to “ob- 
literate the concept of sin,” but it is the message 
of the Church to “reason of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgement to come.” 


Yes, the penalty of sin has been paid, but the 
fact of sin continues; a tragic reality which is 
obliterated in but one way: the blood of the Lamb 
of God. —L.N.B. 


Dr. Palmer On Racial Barriers 


By B. W. Crouch* 


Among the profound thinkers of a former 
generation was Dr. Benjamin M. Palmer, for several 
years the minister of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Columbia, S. C., and later of the First Church 
in New Orleans, La. : 


As a thinker as well as an orator, he had few 
peers—whether in the pulpit or on the platform, 
he always drew immense audiences and with his 
gracious gifts he swept them along with him. 


Dr. Palmer knew much of the Old South and 
slavery. He suffered as all Southerners the hard- 
ships of the War- between the States. He went 
through the days of Reconstruction with all its 
venality, corruption and horrors. He knew the 
negro both as a slave and as a freeman. For them 
he had a tender regard and was always kind and 
helpful to them. | 


He recognized the fact that two races of men 
must live on the same soil and that each had a 
mission in God’s economy. 


But unlike the social uplifters and fanatics of 
today, many in the North and some of their 
imitators in the South, he was firmly convinced 
that the two races must be separate and free from 
soclal intermingling, and neither allowed to cross 
the bounds set both as taught by history and in 
God’s Word. 


Unlike the Stanley Joneses and some of his 
cheap imitators—though southern born and oc- 
tupying places of leadership in some southern 
tnurches and preaching what they call a ‘Social 
Gospel,’ meaning racial barriers down,” Dr. 
Palmer held that these “racial barriers,’’ were 
erected by God Himself, and woe unto both races 
if they are ever pulled down! 


In an address he delivered to the graduating 
class in 1872 at Washington and Lee University, 
by Dr. Parmer, among otner problems he discussed 
SO Wisely and eloquently, was the problem oft race. 
In regard to this he said: 


“Before all others, is the problem of race—So 
far as I can understand the teachings of history, 
there is one underlying principle which must con- 
trol the question. It is indispensable that the purity 
of race shail be preserved on either side; for it is 
the condition of life to the one, as to the other. 


The argument of this I base upon the declared 
policy of the Divine Administration from the days 
of Noah until now.” 


The speaker then tells of how and why language 
was confounded and the people scattered abroad 
upon the face :f the earth. Then proceeding he 
says: | 


‘‘Among the methods of fixed separation between 
these original groups, was the discrimination ef- 
fected by certain physical characteristics, so early 
introduced that no records of tradition or of stone 
assign their commencement; and so broadly marked 
that a class of physiologists deny the unity of 
human origin... 1 certainly hold to the inspired 
testimony that “‘God hath made of one blood all 
er of men for to dwell on the face of the 
eurth. 


But there is no escape from the corresponding 
testimony, Bibical and historical, that the human 
famuly, originally one, has been divided into certain 
large groups for the purpose of being kept 
historicaily distinct. And all attempts, in evely 
age ot tne world, and from whatever motives, 
whether of ambitions dominion or of an infidel 
humanitarianism, to force these together, are 
idenvical in aim and parallel in guilt with tne first 
usurpation and insurrection of the first Nimrod.” 


After citing instances of the ruin of Nations 
from a commuxture ot diverse races he continued: 


“The true policy of both races (meaning the 
whites and the negroes) is that they snail stand 
apart in their own social grade, in their own 
scnools, in tneir own ecciesiastical organizations, 
under their own teachers and guides; but with all 
the kindness and helptul co-operation to which the 
old relations between the races and their present 
dependence on other would naturally pre- 
dispose. 


“T have said to the representatives of the black 
race, as I have had opportunity, you gain nothing 
by a parasitic clinging to the white race; and im- 
measurably less, by trying to jostle them out of 
place ... Were I, a black man, | should plead for a 
pure black race, as, being a white man, I claim it 
tor the white race; and should only ask the op- 
portunity for it to work out its mission.” 
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-- How different and sensible is the philosophy of - 


this great Divine, from the cheap and fanatical and 
foolish preachments of the Stanly Joneses and his 
few imitators occupying some southern pulpits of 
today, who are endeavoring to pull down all the 
barriers between the races—barriers set by the 
Almighty Himself when He not only “made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on the face 
of the earth,” but also “‘set their bounds.”’ 


If they would but know the truth their advocacy 
of “Social equality” under the guise of a social 
vospel, instead of removing “racial barriers,’ is 


calculated to bring about a race hatred that will - 
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issue in the destruction of all those kindly sept; 


' ments that the best type of southern whites haye 


always, and even now, entertain for the black map, 


If the “social uplifters’” of the North and the; 
fanatical imitators in the South would find some. 
thing else to do other than imagining they ¢ap 
change all history and improve on the Almighty’ 
plan for the races, they would render a far greate; 
service to the black man of the South than in thei 
foolish efforts as now proclaimed by them! 


“Elder in the Presbyterian Church, Saluda, §, ¢. 


Comments Upon The Proposed Plan Of Re-Union 
Between The Presbyterian Church In The 
United States Of America And The 
Presbyterian Church 
The United States 


By Randolph B. Lee” 


(This article will be published in three installments. This is the first installment. 
The other two will appear in our next two issues. H.B.D.) 


In the printed copy of the above, issued in May, 
1943, for “Study and Report,” the first section is 
given over to “Comments of the Southern Mem- 
bers.”’ I shall not discuss this section in detail, as 
to do so would cause a considerable degree of du- 
plication. The points in question will be covered in 
greater detail in the discussion of the “Concurrent 
Declaration” and the “Form of Government.”’ How- 
ever, I find myself unable to leave this section with- 
out the comment that the Southern Members must 
have had their tongues in their cheeks when it was 
written. Let us take just one statement as proof. 
In Paragraph 9, on Page IX, “Personnel of the 
General Assembly,’”’ we read: “The plan of repre- 
sentation of the Presbyteries in the General As- 
sembly is based on the number of communicants in 
each Piesbytery, which is now in vogue in the 
U. S. Church, has been adopted, rather than that 
of the U.S.A. Church. The latter plan, which has 
not been followed, is based on the number of min- 
isters enrolled in each Presbytery. Two Commis- 
sioners from each Presbytery are provided for, 
with additional representation for larger Presby- 
teries.’”’ From the above we are led to believe that 
representation in the General Assembly of the 
United Church, will be the same as in our own 
(U, S.) However, an examination of the Proposed 
Form of Government shows that this statement is 
not correct. Chapter 14, Paragraph 4, provides that 
membership in the Genera] Assembly shall be two 
(2) -Commissioners, one minister and one elder 
for each 6,000 Communicants and Ministers; and 
an additional two (2) Commissioners for each 
additional 6,000 members or majority fraction 
thereof. (The U. S. Rule is two Commissioners up 
to 4,000; two more Commissioners up to 8,000 
etc.) It is easy to see the difference that this will. 
make in the representation from our Southern 
Presbyteries. I have computed the present and pro- 
posed membership in the Assembly from what is 


now the Synod of South Carolina. We now send 
36 Commissioners, if the proposed plan of union 
were adopted this number would be cut to 16. If 
this ratio goes all through the area of the Southern 


- Church, our weight in the New Assembly will be 


even less than anticipated. 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


‘No. Commis’ers 
Present Proposed 


Presbytery Membership Plan Plan 
6258 4 2 
.. .. .. ..-.. 3,590 2 2 
.. .. 5,384 4 2 
4,165 4 2 
South Carolina .. .. .. 5,583 4 2 

Totals .. 43,959 36 16 


Discussing The Concurrent 


It is evidently planned to cut down the number 
of Presbyteries for (Par. 2, Page 9), says, they 
shall remain as now constituted, until such time as 
changes may be effected in the manner provi 
Thus the arrangement of our Presbyteries does 
not suit the authors of the plan of re-union. This 
is clearly seen because in (Par. 3, Page 9), it 
proposed that at the last meetings of the two Gen- 
eral Assemblies, each shall appoint five ministers 
and three elders, who shall form a commissi0ol 
which shall, among other things, recommend t 
the New General Assembly: : 

1. A plan of readjustment. of boundaries of Pres 
byteries then existing and of such consolidation 0 
these bodies as may be deemed desirable... 
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9, A plan for organizing, naming and initiating 
the work of the Regional Synods herein provided. 


In other words it is anticipated by the authors 
of this plan of union, that all the Courts of our 
Church will be changed from the form that long 
usage has made both familiar and dear to us. 


Then we have another Commission, only this one 
shall be elected by the first General Assembly of 
the United Church. The membership of this Com- 
mission Shall be fifty persons, twenty-five from 
each of the Uniting Churches, Bear this in mind, 


the twenty-five persons from the then defunct. 


Presbyterian Church (U, S.) are not to be picked 
by that body, but by the New Assembly, which at 
best will be preponderately representative of the 
U.S.A. Church. And the duties of this Commission? 
In order that I make no mistake in expressing the 
full meaning to our Church of this part of the plan 
let me quote the exact words of the Concurrent 
Declaration. (Sect. 6 (1), Page 10): “To make 
recommendations looking to the reconstituting and 
consolidation of the several Boards, Committees 
and other Agencies, now belonging to the two Gen- 
eral Assemblies, as in the judgement of the Gen- 
eral Assembly (of the New Church) will represent 
with impartiality the views and wishes of the re- 
united Church.” Could words be arranged in a 


| planer manner? Remember this: In any body, the 


views and wishes of the majority become legally 
the views and wishes of that body. Stop a moment 
and ask yourself this question: What will happen 
to the views and wishes of the Southern Members 
of the New General Assembly with the hopeless 
five to one majority against them? ay 


Then as we move on in this truly remarkable 
document (Sect. 8, Page 12), we find this said 
about our colleges and benevolent and charitable 


institutions and endowments, and other property of 


the Church, both real and personal: | 
“All the rights and power of control of such in- 


_ stitutions and their property and affairs as are now 
| possessed or exercised by the General Assembly, or 


other ecclesiastical] judicatory of either Church, 


_ shall be vested in and exercised by the General 
_ Assembly, or other ecclesiastical judicatory or body 
of the reunited Church.”’ Here we have a clear ex- 


pression of what the future holds for us if this so- 


called re-union is consummated. With the hopeless 


majority against the U. S. Church, this will simply 
result in the giving of all of our institutions and 
property to the U.S.A. Church. . ae 


Church Property 


“All of the General Assemblies (U. S.) in recent 
years have instructed our Committee on Union to 


take all necessary steps to safeguard the property 


of our Churches, Presbyteries, Synods, etc. Now 
let us see just what this Committee of ours has 
done to comply with these specific instructions. 


In Section 9, Page 12, of the Concurrent Declar- 
ation we find the following: 


case of actual. dispute. or litigation. re- 
lating to the properties of particular churches, 
Presbyteries or synods, which. before the re-union 


_ Were under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian 


Church in the United States; the General Assembly 


_ of the re-united Church agrees not to be a party to 
_ Such litigation, nor to make any deliverances di- 
_ Tectly relating thereto, unless requested so to do 


by the Regional Synod of jurisdiction.” 
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The Southern Members of the Drafting Com- 
mittee make the following comment about this 


paragraph: 


“This provision will leave final action as to 
church properties owned by Churches, Presbyteries 
and Synods of the U. S. Church, to the Regional 
Synod of jurisdiction as a matter of strict local 
self-government.” 


I do not know where the eminent gentlemen of 
the Drafting Committee got the above informa- 
tion. But I do know that the statement quoted 
above does not correctly. state the facts in the 
case. Final authority-as to the disposition of church 
property in litigation willnot rest with the Regional 
Synods of jurisdiction, but with the United States 
Courts. And the well established rules of. these 
courts provide that when the Union of two separate 
Churches is completed according to the Constitu- 
tions thereof; then all the property of the said 
Churches passes into the United Church. 


_ Then I would like to ask these questions: Why 
does the above quoted statement “from the Con- 
current Declaration, deal only with the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.? Why was it not worded so as 
to apply equally to both Churches? Is it pre- 
supposed that litigation and refusals to enter the 
New Church, by individual Churches, Presbyteries 
and Synods will occur only in the South? And if 
that thought was in the minds of the members of 
the Drafting Committee, was it brought there be- 
cause they knew that this Plan of Re-Union had 
been drawn to please the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and not the Presbyterian Church, U. S.? 


Synods 


- Under this plan the 48 States would be grouped 
into seventeen Regional Synods of varying size 
(Section 10, ‘Page 13). Only two States would form 
Synods by themselves, New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania. The grouping in the area now served by the 
U. S. Church would be as follows: Synod No. 5, 
Virginia and North Carolina; Synod No. 6, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida; Synod No. 7, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louis- 
a Synod No. 138, Oklahoma, Arkansas, . and 
exas. 


For a number of reasons, I feel that this plan to 
incorporate a number of States into one Regional 
Synod is bad. ae 


1. The area involved in most cases is too large 
and the distances which will have to be traveled to 
attend Synod, will make that attendance, for a 
number of people, hard and burdensome. 


2. The Regional Synods will be unwieldy, pre- 
venting to a large measure the successful execu- 
tion of the work of the Church. 


3. In combining several States in one Synod, we 
will bring together different interests and different 
problems, | 


4. We will destroy the community of interests, 
which throughout the years has knit together the 
various units of our Church, and which has mater- 
ially furthered her work. | 


5. There is no real apparent benefit to be de- 
rived from this proposed streamlining of the Gov- 
ernment of our Church. | 

(To be continued in next issue. H.B.D.) 
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Towards God Or 
Towards ManP 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.°* 


“Is the Church directing its life towards God, or 
towards man? It cannot face two ways and these 
are two ways.”’ So writes Professor D. W. Hay, 
M.A., the eminent Scottish divine who has come 
direct from the British chaplaincy to the Chair of 
Systematic Theology in Knox College. Then the 
Professor pays his respects to the inclusion in the 
Church Hymnary of Whittier’s lines: 


“To worship rightly is to love each other, 
Each smile a hymn, each kindly word 
a prayer.”’ | 


According to this erroneous couplet “the second 
commandment has taken the place of the First and 
Great One. For there can be no doubt whatsoever 
that to our Lord loving God and loving man were 
not one and the same thing, nor equal things. He, 


before all, had made the love of man necessary 


(not central!), but he could not commit the 
blasphemy—for blasphemy it is—of making them 
one and the same. He laid down the love of God 
as the First and Great Commandment” and the love 
of man as the second. “These are two command- 
ments, not one. The second is second, not first, 
and the second is not called great. Fulfillment of 
the second does not meet the requirement of the 
first. To believe’it does is to break the first.” 


When the Church directs her first attention 
manward she merely hastens the process of secu- 
larization and betrays man’s supreme interest. 
When her chief end is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever, she conserves man’s chief end and true 
er life for and with God here and here- 
aiter. 


In 1938 European theologians were deeply con- 
eerned about our American activism. They regular- 
ly described our humanistic emphasis as_ the 
American heresy. Instead of W. P. Merrill’s 


“Rise up, O men of God! 
His Kingdom tarries long— 
The Church for you doth wait 
Rise up and make her great!” 


Professor H. R. Mackintosh of Edinburgh pre- 
a a parody on the same which runs about as 
ollows: 


“Lie down, ye men of God! 

Ye cannot do a thing. 

God will His own Kingdom bring, 
Without your aid or nod.” 


Without holding a brief for either the original 
or the parody, it is well to remember that our Lord 
Jesus did not teach us to pray to men for the 
success of God’s Kingdom. He taught us to pray: 


“Our Father which art in Heaven. . 
Thy Kingdom come.” 


Yes, and He even taught us to pray to the Lord of 


~ or when we need more laborers for His 
ield. 


The Ritschlian definition of the Kingdom 43; 
‘an association of men interacting on the principle 


of love” shifts the realization of the kingdom from 


the Work of God to the activity of man. It thus 
“de-religionizes” religion. On the lips of our Lord 
the emphasis falls on God. It is His Kingdon, His 


power brings it in, His Spirit makes His reign ef. 


ficacious. God translates us from the Kingdom of 
darkness and transplants us into the Kingdom of 
the Son of His love. And the seed of the Kingdom 
is the Word of God. Man’s part is primarily to 
preach the Word by which God plants and nurtures 
His own Kingdom. 


Before the War confidence in man rose to such 
heights that poems were written telling God how 
proud He ought to be of MAN. Indeed one of 
these occurs in the program of worship for Senior 
and Young Peoples’ Groups published in The 
Journal of Religious Education for April 1937, It 
hears the illuminating title: 


SALUTE TO MAN! 


Well, despite the humanistic promise that we 
could prevent war if we would. The War came. 
When the lives of men and nations were at stake, 
when Roosevelt and Churchill met to draw up the 
Atlantic Charter, they sang no hymns to man, But 
over the waves of the Atlantic rang out: 


“Our God, our Help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last 
And our eternal home.”’ 


When our loved ones sailed the treacherous seas 
we prayed, 


“Eternal Father! strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave. 
Who bidst the mighty ocean deep, 

Its own appointed limits keep; 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
for those in peril on the sea.” 


“QO Trinity of love and pow’r! | 
Our brethren shield.” 


We turned with the psalmist to the LORD of 
hosts. “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.” ‘I will say of the LORD, 
He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in Him 
will I trust. He shall cover thee with His feathers, 
and under His wings shalt thou trust.” “The LORD 
is the strength ot my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid.” “Wait on the LORD and He sshall 
strengthen thine heart.’”’ And as we prayed and 
praised our God and trusted in His strength, He 
comforted our hearts, He covered precious heads 
in the days of battle, He overthrew our enemies, 
until with Marshall Montgomery, we cried in the 
day of victory: 

“This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous 2 
our eyes.” 


Now the Psalmist bound his soul to the LORD 
with the cords of gratitude: “I love the LORD, 
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pecause he hath heard my voice and my supplica- 
tions. Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, 
therefore will I call upon Him as long as I we... 
Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
fom tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk 
pefore the LORD in the land of the living.” 


How is it with us? With our nation? 
Church? Shall we continue to direct our eyes and 
our lives toward God, or now that the emergency 
is past shall we return to the trough of humanism? 
When the War was on we sang with Luther: 


“A mighty Fortress is our God, 
A Bulwark never failing; 
Our Helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
And He must win the battle.” 


Because we no longer have the tension of war 
forcing us back upon God are we now to shout the 
opposite : 


“Lord we are able,” : 

To be crucified with Thee 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered, 
“To the death we follow Thee.” — 


This is the boast with whieh James and John 


implemented their ambitious request. But our Lord 


approved neither. Nor were they able to be cruci- 


fied with Him. “‘They all forsook Him and fled.” 


Only the grace of God in Christ Jesus turned these 
craven cowards into witnesses. And like them, 
without Jesus we can do nothing. Only by the 


sgrace of God are we Christians at all, and only in 
‘Christ who strengtheneth us can we do or be or 


bear anything worth while. 


| When the guns were firing and the planes flying 


we sang: 
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“Jesus, Lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly. 
Cover my (or his) defenseless head, — 
With the shadow of Thy wing.” 


Now that the battle smoke has lifted are we to 
bid our Lord and Saviour, good-bye, and dash 
away after the first humanistic slogan which strikes 
our fancy crying, “Time makes ancient good un- 
couth,” give us “Some great cause, God’s new 
Messiah?” | 


With Professor Hay we call for a peacetime 
direction of the Church’s life and heart and trust 
and worship and energies toward God. We plead 
for a Reformation vision of the King in His beauty, 
God in His majesty and a sense of our absolute 
dependence upon Him. We depend upon Him for 


| light and He gives us His Word with the illumina- 


tion of the Spirit, we anchor in Him for life and 


the everlasting arms of our Maker sustain us, we 


look to Him for redemption and behold the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sins of the world, we 
cry to Him for salvation and the Holy Spirit raises 
us up with Christ and makes us sit with Him in the 
heavenlies, we raise our bruised hopes and our 
bleeding hearts to Him and He opens the portals 
of the blessed hope of the glorious appearing of 
our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ—bringing 
with Him the New Jersalem, the new heavens and 
the new earth in which dwelleth righteousness. 
Wait upon the LORD! And, again I say, wait! 


There are many things for Martha to do, but 
Mary has chosen that good thing which shall not 
be taken from her: she sits at Jesus feet and hears 
His Word. “What does the love of God mean in 
practice? Above all, it means worship, together and 
alone; it means prayer; it means waiting upon God’s 
revelation of Himself in Scripture—Bible-reading. 
These things make up the essence of pratical re- 
ligion, or the practice of religion” (Hay). . 


—Wm. C. R. 


What Do Presbyterians 


Believe P 
By Mrs. John S. Nisbet* 


(This article will be published in three installments. This is the first installment. 
Look for others to follow. H.B.D.) 


(In the following article much of the material is 
taken from “The Creed of Presbyterians” by Dr. 
Egbert W. Smith, the writings of Dr, R. A. Webb, 


and this year’s Auxiliary study book, “I Want To 


Know.”’) 


In the first chapter of our book for Auxiliary 
study this year, the question to be answered was, 
Why Are We Presbyterians?” We learned why 
we are so called and something of the organization, 
government and history of our denomination. 


a In the second chapter we found the question, 
| Why Are We Protestants?” 
of the things against which the Church has proteste 
in times past and also of the things against which 
‘We must lift our voices today if we be true to the 
we claim. 


We heard 


In this third chapter we have the question, 
“What Do Presbyterians Believe?” 


We will recall that in the Circle devotional 
lessons last year we had one topic—‘Does It 
Matter What I Believe?” We found that it does 
matter very much indeed what we believe, for “‘as 
a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”? (Prov. 23:7). 


So it is good for us to take stock in the matter 
of our beliefs and set them in order anew before 
us, that we may indeed be better able “‘to give a 
reason for the hope that is in us.” (1 Pet. 3:15). 


When we come to consider and answer this 


question, “What Do Presbyterians Believe?” we 


fee] that we should stand with heads uncovered and 
feet unshod for the place whereon we stand is 


holy ground. 
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It is holy indeed because all our system of 
Presbyterian doctrine is based directly on God’s 
holy Word. It is holy because the Catechisms and 
the Confession of Faith were born of the prayers 
and consecration of the Westminster Assembly as 
it was blessed and led by God’s Holy Spirit. 


It is holy because the doctrines and tenets of 
the Presbyterian faith have been baptized with the 
blood of those who “overcame because they loved 
not their lives unto the death.” (Rev. 12:11b). 


As Presbyterians, we believe a system of doctrine 
known as Calvinism. 


John Calvin went back to the Bible for every- 
thing, As he studied the Bible he discovered 
great doctrines about God, about Jesus Christ, 
about man, about sin, about salvation, about the 
future life, and about other subjects connected 
with the Christian religion. 


Others had found these doctrines befére that, 
but John Calvin, with his clear, logical mind, 
arranged them into a great system which from his 
day to this has been known as Calvinism. 


Dr. Egbert W. Smith says: “Our doctrinal 
system is known as Calvinism, not because it 
originated with Calvin; it originated with God; 
but because Calvin, after Paul and _ possibly 
Augustine, was its ablest expounder. 


The doctrinal Standards of our Church are three: 
the Westminister Shorter Catechism, the West- 
minster Larger Catechism, and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. 


They are not three creeds. They are three state- 
ments, varying in form, fullness and purpose, of 
one and the same creed. Each is complete in itself. 
Each contains all the essential truths of Scripture. 
Each is a complete epitome of the Calvinistic 
system. 


Our doctrinal formularies are known as the 
Westminster Standards because the famous As- 
sembly that framed them, held their sessions in 
England’s great Abbey of Westminster. 


Their labors extended over five and one-half 
years during which time they held nearly 1200 
sessions. 


This assembly was a representative body, called 
by the English Parliament, made up of 121 divines, 
11 lords, 20 commoners, called from all the 
counties of England, and the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, with 7 commissioners from 
Scotland.” 


It is well for us to remember that these men 
were not all Presbyterians, but all held to the 
Calvinistic doctrines, for Calvinism is the basis of 
the 39 Articles of the Church of England as well as 
for other Protestant denominational 
systems. 


“The Assembly had to assist them in their work 
all the creeds of past ages, | from the Apostles’ 
Creed, formed in the early centuries, down to the 
noble Confessions and Catechisms of the Reforma- 
tion period. | 


The work before the Assembly, therefore, was 
ngt the creation of a new system but the formula- 
tion of doctrines already familiar, precious, and 
baptized in the blood of the martyrs.  —s_© 


Its task was to give to the accepted Bible syste 
of truth a complete, impregnable statement, 4, 
serve as a bulwark against error, as a basis 4 
ecclesiastical fellowship and cooperation, and as, 
safe and effective instrument for the religioy, 
instruction of the people of God and their childrep, 


The popular notion that the Westminste 
Standards consist of dry, abstract dogmas, wit 
little or no bearing upon life and duty, jg , 
mistake. With them, as with the Bible, truth js j, 
order to godliness. 


Nearly one half the Confession of Faith an 
more than one half of both Catechisms deal directly 
with the practical duty which God requires of maz, 


That God’s holy law covers every part ani 
particle of our lives, and that to Him we mig 
forever be accountable for our obedience 
disobedience thereto, rolls like sublime ani 
conscience-stirring music through all the work of 
the Westminster divines.”’ 


The Westminster Assembly is commended to ou 
confidence by three characteristics: 


First, by the care and thoroughness with which 
they performed their work. 


Take as an example the work on the tw 
Catechisms. All through the five and one half year 
of their sessions, the Assembly prayed and labored 
and revised again and again the Catechisms. Ever 
sentence, every word were subjected to the closest, 
most searching scrutiny. The Shorter Catechism 
was the last one completed and the last finishe 
work of the Assembly. | : 


Dr. Smith says: “It is the consummate flower of 
all their labors.”’ 


Second, by their prayerful dependence upon Goi 
for light and guidance. 


The Assembly, both as a body and as individual 
constantly looked to God for special guidance. The 
daily sessions not only opened and closed with 
prayer, but were daily many times _intersperset 
with intercession. 


Once every month throughout the five and on 
half years of its labors, all business was suspende 
for an entire day that the whole day might be 
given to fasting and prayer. 


Third, by their loyalty to Scripture. 


Every Monday morning the following vow Wai 
read and every member required to take it anew 


“T do seriously promise and vow, in the presence 
of Almighty God, that in this Assembly whered 
I am a member, I will maintain nothing in poll! 
of doctrine but what I believe to be most agreeable 
to the Word of God.” 


One of the cardinal regulations of the Assembly 
was in these words: “What any man undertakes" 
prove as necessary, he shall make good out ¢ 
Scripture.”’ 


Is it any wonder that Philip Schaff, the gre 
church historian, could say of the Westmins# 
Assembly: 


- “Whether we look at the extent or ability of it 
labors, or its influence upon future generation 
it stands first among Protestant Councils. 
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And is it any wonder we have in the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechisms, “‘the complete and 
impregnable statement” of our faith and belief as 
Presbyterians that we find therein? 


Of course the Presbyterian Church, in_ its 
doctrinal standards, holds in common with other 
evangelical denominations the great doctrines of 
grace and redemption. 


We believe in God, in the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, in the deity of Christ, in His virgin 
birth, in His vicarious atonement for sin, in His 
resurrection, in His ascension and in His second 
coming. 


We believe in the personality and power of the 
Holy Spirit. | 


We believe in the personality and power of 
Satan. 


We believe in the resurrection of the dead, in 
the final judgment, in heaven and in hell. 


These and other doctrines we hold in common 
with other evangelical denominations, but there are 
some doctrines which Presbyterians have emphasized 
so strongly that we may justly call them distinctive 
doctrines of the Presbyterians Church. 


This chapter in our study book takes up only four 
of cardinal doctrines of our faith and the first 
of these is: 


The Sovereignty of God 


The sovereignty of God is the first great doctrine 
of the Presbyterian faith. 


Dr. Fisher of Yale says: “A profound sense of 
the exaltation of God is the keynote of Calvinism.” 


Dr. Smith says: “Calvinism is a system dis- 
tinguished supereminently by its exaltation of God. 


The glory of the Lord God almighty is its’ 
unifying, all-pervading principle—the blazing sun 


and center of the system. 


Not bare sovereignty, arbitrary will, naked power, 


but a personal God of grace, the God revealed in 
Jesus Christ, is the God of Calvinism. 


It adores Him as the Absolute and Ever-Blessed 
Sovereign, infinitely worthy of love, worship and 
obedience, ‘Who doth uphold, direct, dispose and 
govern all creatures, actions and things from the 
greatest even to the least, to the praise of the 
glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and 
mercy.’ (Confession of Faith, Chapter 5, Section 1). 


The key-note of the whole system is struck in the 
first question of the Shorter Catechism: ‘What is 
the chief end of man? Man’s chief end is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ 


‘Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done,’ is the threefold petition which 
expresses the heart of Calvinism. 


As one has said: ‘In all place, in all time, from 
eternity to eternity, Calvinism sees God.” | 


“From its absorbed and adoring view of God 
0 Calvinism’s conscientiousness, its deep and 
/Cominant sense of duty and responsibility. The 
ver-Blessed is the Ever-Present God, under Whose 
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eye, in Whose fellowship, for Whose glory, and 
subject to Whose review, the whole of human life 
is to be lived. 


‘Calvinism,’ says Professor Fiske, of. Harvard, 
‘leaves the individual man alone in the presence 
of his God.’ 


Beyond all example, it intensifies man’s indi- 
viduality. In a clear and overpowering light it 
shows his responsibility to God and his- relation 
to eternity. 


Its aim is not sensation but conviction. 


Feeling or no feeling, at the soul’s unspeakable 
peril, God’s commands must be obeyed; God’s 
will must be done. 


Is it what God would have me to do? 
Calvinism’s first question.” 


This is 


In order to know God’s will for us and what He 
would have us do, we must know His Holy Word. 


The Confession of Faith (Chapter 1, Sections 2 
and 4) says about the Bible: 


‘“‘Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word 
of God written, are now contained all the books 
of the Old and New Testaments, all which are 
given by inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith 
and life. 

The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it 
ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not 
upon the testimony of any man or church, but 
wholly upon God (Who is truth itself) the Author 
thereof; and therefore it is to be received because 
it is the Word of God.” 


From the facile pen of Dr. R. A. Webb comes 
this exquisite paragraph: 3 


“In fixing his color in his fabric so that it will 
not fade, the dyer uses what he calls a mordant. 
So God, when He made His evangelical revelation 
to this world. recorded it in the Hebrew and Greek 
language, Then by His providence killed those 
tongues, thus plunging His revelation into a 
mordant bath and fixing it and immortalizing it. 
It is thus preserved against all the mutations of 
evolution, and abides forever the changeless 
standard of Christian doctrine, and the fixed rule 
of Christian life. 


Man’s supreme duty is to regulate his faith by 
the Word and to square his conduct by the 
Scriptures.” 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
@tandard Freshman and Sephomere Courses 
te A. A. er A. 8. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, lith, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vecational — prepare to operate 


own business. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 | 
Box B-4, Maxton. N. C. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For December 22: A Message 
Of Love (Christmas Lesson) 


Scripture: Luke 2:8-20; John 3:16; I Corinthians 


13; Ephesians 3:14-21. Devotional Reading: Luke | 


2:1-20. 


God is love. We love Him because He first loved 
us. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, 


The Message of Love: Luke 2:8-20. ‘Good 
tidings of great joy.”’ This is a “special delivery” 
message. “To you is born a Savior.” The long 
expected Messiah, foretold by the prophets, is come. 
When God sends a very important message He 
often sends it by angels. Angels announce His 
birth; angels announce His resurrection; angels 
announce His second coming. These messages are 
the best news this sin-enslaved world ever heard. 


“They went—and found—the babe.” The Shep- 
herds went “with haste.”’ The result was that 
they glorified and praised God. How different was 
the response of the rulers and chief priests! He 
came unto His own and His own received Him 
not. Have we found Him? Have we received Him? 
To as many as received Him to them gave He 
power to be the sons of God, even to those that 
believe on His name. 


There are still so many who have never heard 
this message of love; there are many also who 
have heard and not heeded. Are we doing our 
best to carry the message to those who have not 
heard it? Are we sure that we have really “found 
the babe’’? 


The Gift of Love: John 3:16. “God so loved— 
that He gave.” No one can “explain” or “expound”’ 
John 3:16. You do not explain or expound a 
diamond; you simply “let it shine.”? Would that 
this precious gem could shine into every dark heart 
and into every dark land. 


This verse has been called “the Little Gospel.” 
We would like to think of it as The Heart of the 
Big Gospel, for everything about this text is too 
big for the mind of man to grasp. 


Back of the text is GOD—the infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable, God. All the Being of God, all the 
Wisdom of God, all the Power of God, all Holiness 
of God, all the Justice of God, all the Goodness 
of God, all the Truth of God; but especially His 
Goodness, His LOVE; God so loved—that He gave. 


_In the fore-front of this verse is the WORLD—a 
big, lost world. Not a world of good, obedient 
people, but a world of bad, rebellious people, a 
world of sin, sorrow, death. 


To this world God gives the biggest gift He 
has—His unspeakable gift. He had already given 
much. His creative hand had clothed the world 
with rich and beautiful gifts and stowed away in 
its bosom treasures of gold and silver, iron and 
coal, diamonds and precious stones. His Provi- 
dence cared for the needs of all His creatures. 


But their sin and shame called forth His most 


amazing display of His love for men. 


In this gift is the biggest blessing human being 
can have—Eternal Life, for “in Him is life.” 1 
those who are perishing, dying in sin, there jg no 
other blessing that can compare with this one, 


This package of unspeakable gifts is tied up with 
a big Promise and Invitation all in one—“whog. 
ever believeth in Him.” Men often have “strings 
tied to their gifts’—a sort of fifty-fifty propos. 
tion. This gift (these gifts) is free, free to gl] 
who will receive it. ‘ 


Such a Gift deserves a Big Response, Let the 
words of some of our hymns express our response: 
“Love so amazing. so divine, Demands my goul, 

life, my all’’ 


‘“‘Had I a thousand hearts to give, Lord, they should 
all be Thine’”’ 


“But drops of grief can ne’er repay The debt of 
love I owe; ane 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, ‘Tis all that] 
can do”’ 


The Hymn of Love: I Corinthians 13. “The 
greatest of these is love.’”’ We think of John a 
the apostle of love, but this marvellous “hymn of 
love’? comes from the pen of Paul, the theologian. 
Christian Love is a gift of God. It is the gift that 
we should “covet earnestly, The “‘more excellent 
way” that Paul speaks of in chapter 12. 


Without it all other gifts are empty, meaningless 
valueless. Eloquence of men and angels, is but: 
noisy gong; prophetic powers, understanding of 
mysteries and knowledge, faith—even faith 
remove mountains—giving to the poor, beim 
burned at the stake—martydom—all are nothin 
without love. 7 


Then, in itself, love is a tremendous thing: like 
the light when it passes through a raindrop an 
breaks into all the colors of the rainbow, so love 
is here broken up into some of its component pari 
and shown in all its beauty—patience, kindness, 
generosity, humility, courtesy, unselfishness, swe 
temper, holy joy, and greatness of heart and mind 


_. Love never ends. Some of the best things ve 
have in this world come to an end; we cannot take 
them with us, or we enter a more perfect stait 
but love abides. Faith, hope, love abide, but tt 
greatest of these is love. : 


Praying for love: Ephesians 3:14-21. “Know th 
love of Christ.” Paul did not pray long prayét 
but he prayed for large gifts. 


He prays that these Christians “be strengthen 
with might through His Spirit in the inner mal. 
Do we pray for spiritual strength as we pray 
strong bodies? 


He prays “that Christ may dwell in your heat 
through faith.” Do we realize that the indwellix 
Christ is our hope of glory? 


Then he comes to the climax of this marvello 
prayer. “Rooted and grounded in love.” We is 
of faith as the root, but faith must work by |ot 
and love becomes the root for the fruit of 
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spirit, and the foundation for our life of service, 


for the love of Christ must constrain us, if we are 


to be workers for Him. 


It is only as we are thus rooted and grounded 
that we may have the power to comprehend the 
breadth, length, height, and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge. Then, 
and then only, can we be filled with all the fullness 
of God. God is love. If we are filled with His 
fullness, we will be filled with love. How broad is 
Christ’s love? ‘Go ye into all the world.” How long 
js Christ’s love? “He loved them unto the end.” 
How high is Christ’s love? “That where I am ye 
may be also.” How deep is Christ’s love? “De- 
sended into the lower parts of the earth.” He 
went to Gethsemane, Calvary, the grave. — 


Would we like to love as HE loved? Will our 
prayer for such love be answered? It was answered 
for Paul. Our God is able to do “far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think.’”’ Are we 
ready for such a consuming love to be given to us? 
Would we be afraid of the consequences? Or the 
cost to us? 


May the God of love grant us hearts big enough 
and brave enough to pray for love like Paul prayed, 
and be ready and eager to have our prayers ans- 
wered! Would this not be a glorious Christmas if 
the hearts of Christians in all lands were filled 
with such consuming love? Then indeed our revival 
would begin. 


Claims The World For Christ 


Scripture: Acts 9:15; 19:21; 23:11; 28:28-31; 
Romans 1:13-16; 10:16-18; 15:22-24, Devotional 


| Reading: Psalms 47. 


God loves the whole world, not simply some one 


nation or group or race. Christ made propitiation 


for the sins of the world. His redemption is suf- 
ficient for every child of Adam. Some accept His 
Some are saved by the 
sovereign grace of God, elected to eternal life; 
others are passed by. This does not interfere with 


| the freedom of choice, or will, or take away man’s 


responsibility. There is no doubt a mystery here 
as in many other doctrines of the Bible. 


Our duty is to proclaim the Good News to every- 
one in every land. These are orders from the 
Head of the Church. The Gospel is a savor of 
2 lite to some; a savor ot death unto death 

others, 


God has given the world to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“T have set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.” 


He is King of all the earth. (Ps. 47) He is reigning 
In the hearts of His true followers even in an earth 
Which is “in the lap of the evil one,” The God of 
this world. He is reigning in Heaven where He 
sits at the right hand of the Father. He will reign 
In the kingdom of giory when He comes in glory 
to judge tne wo1ld, Every knee shall bow and 
every tongue contess that He is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father. 


When God called Abram He told him that in him 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. The 


_ Prophets foretold the coming of the Gentiles into 
_ the kingdom, and the day when the knowledge of 


God should cover the earth as the waters cover 
Bea. 


—1:13-16. 


_ Although Peter opened the door to the Gentiles, 
it was Paul who became the apostle and missionary 
to these people. 


“‘A Chosen Vessel”: Acts 9:15. God chooses His 
workers. The bigoted, persecuting, strict Pharisee 
seemed an unlikely man to be chosen for the work 
of preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles. But God 
loves to take unlikely, unlovely, discarded, despised 
men and do great things with them. He chooses a 
John Bunyan, a George Whitefield, a D. L. Moody, 
a Jerry McCauley. 


Ananias demurred when God proposed to send 
him to Saul of Tarsus, but when God answered 
him in the words of our Scripture, he went to the 
praying Saul. He is a chosen instrument of mine 
to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings 
and the sons of Israel. I will show him much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name. Chosen 
vessels do not always have an easy time. There 
have been many others who had to suffer for His 
name. 


“I must also see Rome”: Acts 19:21 .Paul had 
set his heart on going to Rome, the center of world 
power. In his missionary journey he had gone into 
Asia Minor and then retraced his steps back to 
Jerusalem, 


On his second journey he had tried to go further 
north but was stopped by the Holy Spirit Who 
guided his steps into Greece where he preached in 
both Macedonia and Achaia. Then he planned to 
go to Jerusalem again. “After I have been there, 
I must also see Rome.” Such was his desire; little 
did he realize how the Providence of God would 
further that desire. 


“You must bear witness also at Rome”: Acts 
23:11. Arrested at Jerusalem, it looked as though 
the end had come when a plot was made by des- 
perate men to kill him. But the Lord had already 
appeared to him (the night before) and promised 
him in these words, ‘‘Take courage, for as you have 
testified about me at Jerusalem, so you must bear 
witness also at Rome.” Paul’s desire is here 
seconded by the promise of God, which made it 
certain of fulfillment. We read of its fulfiliment 
and his witnessing before rulers and kings in the 
following chapters. 


‘‘And he lived here two whole years”: Acts 28:28- 
31. Atter a most hazardous and thrilling voyage he 


is now in Rome, enjoying a large degree of liberty 


and preaching in his own hired house or at his own 
expense, “‘quite openly and unhindered.”’ Thus God 
worked in a marvellous way to bring Paul to Rome, 
a prisoner it is true, but a prisoner brought there 
at the expense of Rome and treated so leniently 
that he was able to welcome all who came and 
preach to many soldiers and others and bear witness 


to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


“I am debtor” or “under obligation.” Romans 
Paul wanted to “reap some harvest” in 
Rome. For a time he had been hindered, and when 
he wrote this letter, had not been there. We have 
three great statements in this Declaration of Paul: 


(1) “I am debtor” or “under obligation.” Paul 
was not one to think that “the world owed him a 
living,” but that he owed the world a life. He did 
not ask, like Cain, “Am I my brother’s keeper,” 
but gladly assumed the obligation which rests upon 
all Christians—to be our brother’s keeper. 
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(2) “I am ready,” or “eager” to preach the 
Gospel to you. Not only an obligation, but a 
readiness, an eagerness to carry the Good News. 
Do we have this same zeal? (3) “I am not 
ashamed.” Rome had great power—the power of 
armies and of law and national wealth; but Paul 
had the power to save, in the Gospel. All of Rome’s 
power had failed to save. Her people were morally 
and spiritually lost and ruined. The Gospel was the 
“dynamite” needed to break up hard hearts and 
shatter the false hopes of pagan Rome. 


In our modern world, so full of all sorts of 
‘‘power’’, even atomic power, do we realize that the 
Gospel] is the only power unto salvation? It alone 
ean transform the souls of men. 
preachers ever ashamed of the simple Gospel? Do 
we ever turn from it to some fanciful plan of men? 
Do we adulterate the Gospel and thus take away its 
power? 


all obeyed”’ or ‘“‘heeded.’’ Romans 10:16-18. 
Faith comes by hearing. We must preach that men 
may hear. Whether they heed or not, we must 
carry these words to the ends of the world. We 
must sow the seed even though some falls on 


Are we modern 


beaten paths, shallow soil, and among’ thorns. 
some will bring forth fruit. The Lord of the har 
vest is gathering out of the world a people for Hj 
own possession. His house will be full before the 
door is shut. They are coming in from north, south 
east, and west. : 


“I go to Spain’: Romans 15:22-24. Still pressing 
on, Paul’s ambition as stated in Verse 20 was ty 
preach the Gospel, not where Christ had already 
been named, but where people had never been told 
of Him. He did not want to build on another man’s 
foundation. He was pioneering for Christ. So, while 
he had desired to visit Rome, his eager eyes were 
looking beyond Rome to Spain. We feel that he 
had his wish, probably between his first and second 
imprisonments. 


No man more literally or earnestly obeyed the 
command of Christ, ‘‘Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” If all of us 
had been as eager as Paul the world would have 
been evangelized long ago. The Gospel must be 
taken to the whole world as a witness before our 
Saviour comes again. While we watch and wait for 
that glorious day, we must be busy about this one 
great business of the Church—Missions. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Material 
For December 


Dec. 22: My Gift To God 


Introduction 


On one occasion a minister went to one of his 
laymen to ask for an offering to some cause of 
the church. The layman replied with irritation, 
“It seems to me that all this church program is 
about is one long give, give, give.”” The minister 
said, “Thank you for the best definition that I 
have heard of the Christian life. 


Last week we looked at “God’s Gift to Me,” 
and we saw that the foundation of the Christian 


life is the fact that God so loved you and me _ 


that He gave His only begotten Son for us. And 
with Paul we assert confidently, “If God spared 
not His only Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him freely give us all 
things?” (Romans 8:32) God gave and is con- 
tinually giving to us, whether we appreciate His 
gifts or not. If we receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
by faith the living Christ comes into our hearts and 
begins to constrain us to live like God. If God is 


continually giving, then those in whom Christ lives | 


will be continually giving to God their love, ap- 
preciation, and service. 


To get at this whole matter of our gift to 


God—of self, of service, and of substance—let’s 
look at several characters in the Bible and learn 
from their giving the right and wrong ways to give. 


- not afford it. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. The Children of Israel: Indifferent to Giving. 
Deuteronomy 6:10-13. The children of Israel were 
on the edge of the Promised Land, and Moses knew 
that when they arrived in the land and began to 
enjoy the blessings of the land that they would be 
tempted to forget that all they had came from God 
and would soon become indifferent to their giving. 
Only one-tenth of one percent of our American 
income goes to the work of the Lord. Have Amer- 
icans become indifferent in their giving to the 
Giver of all good and perfect gifts? 


2 The People in Haggai’s Day: Selfish in Their 
Giving. Haggai 1:2-6. The people of Israel had 
been taken captive in Babylon and under God had 
been providentially led back to their home land 
for the purpose of rebuilding the house of God. 
When Haggai and Zechariah spoke to them about 
giving to the Lord they claimed that they could 
Haggai reminded them that thelr 
own homes were nicely taken care of, why then was 
the house of God negiected. Which comes first In 
your budget—your house or God’s? 


3. The People in Malachi’s Day: Bargaining in 
Their Giving. Malachi 3:8-15. The people i 
Malachi’s day were being chided by the prophet 
because they had robbed God in withholding the 
tithe. The people came back at the prophet and 
said that they did not give because they had tried 
it and it did not pay. Do we some times give 4% 
if we would invest 10 percent in the Lord’s work 
so that He will give us a 90 percent blessing! 

4. Judas: The Grudging Giver. John 12:1-6. 
When Mary poured the expensive ointment o 
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christ’s feet Judas sat by and begrudged the Lord 
every bit of affection that Christ was receiving, and 
then justified himself by feigning an interest in the 
poor. We think of Judas as black, but we first 
suspect that blackness here when he thooght that 
you could do too much for Christ? Can you do 
to0 much for Christ? If you feel that you can, 
or if you resent any claims of Christ that some one 
seeks to Jay upon you, are you not getting a little 
kin to Judas? | 


5, Ananias and Sapphira: Hypocritical in Their 
Giving. Acts 5:1-11. Many of the early Christians 
sold all that they had and voluntarily laid their all 
at the feet of the apostles. Naturally these people 
were looked upon in the early church. Ananias 
and Sapphira wanted to be recognized in the 
church, but they did not want to give their all. 


So they made their pledge where everyone could 


hear it and claimed that it was something that it 
was not. God judged them because of it. Do we 
ever give to be seen of men? 


6. Zacchaeus: The Systematic Giver. Luke 19:1- 
10. As soon as Zacchaeus was converted to Christ 
he showed the infallible mark of regeneration—he 
wanted to make right all that he had done wrong. 
He said, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from 
any man by false accusation, I restore him four- 
fold.” ‘Practically and mathmatically Zacchaeus 
probably could not have paid back fourfold exactly, 
but his attitude was right. Make right the wrong 
of the past and in the future give systematically. 
Have you ever kept books to see how little you 


really give to the Lord? 


7. The Macedonian Christians: Sincere in Their 
Giving. 2 Corinthains 8:1-5. These Christians in 
Macedonia first gave themselves to the Lord in 
sincerity and truth, then the Lord possessed all 
We must first give ourselves to Him 
who gave Himself for us. 


8. God: The Giver of the Best of All Gifts. 
John 3:16. The incentive for all of our giving is 
the great example of God Himself in giving us 
His only Son. This must be the measure of our 


gift of self, service, and substance. 


Suggestions 


_ You won’t have time to read all these passages 
I your group, so you might do it this way. Assign 
each passage to a young person during the week 
Ask that they study the 
passage and be ready to give briefly the incident 
and its meaning concerning our giving. List each 
kind of giver on a black board, then after all the 
talks have been given let different members of the 
group express themselves concerning which of 
these givers were the best, the worst, so on. 
have listed the incidents in the order that I feel 
thev take beginning with the worst and working 
up to the best. Assign the passages in different 
order from this, then see how your rating will 
compare with this one. . 


. Dec. 29: Busy Here And There 


Introduction | | 
If a man entered the mile run and stopped at 


_ back end of the track on every lap to pick 
: cat where do you think he would finish in the 
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The Christian life is a race and we must run 
that race with all the diligence that we can muster 
or ey shall be left far behind in the things that 
matter. 


All of us know that this is true but still we get 
so busy here and there with the things that we all 
like and want that we have only the leftovers of 


our time and energy for the Lord. Here on the 


verge of a new year we should rededicate our- 
selves to the Lord Jesus Christ and determine 
anew to put first things first in our lives in 1947. 


Scripture Lesson 


The why and how of this dedication are set down | 
for us in Hebrews, chapter 12, verses 1 through 4. 
Let us outline their truth: 


1. The Incentive to Race: vla. We did not begin 
the Christian message. It has been handed on to 
us as a trust that we must handle faithfully and 
pass on to others. When we look back at all the 
heroes of the faith as recorded in Hebrews 11 we 
realize that they are depending on us to be 
faithful to our trust. 


2. The Responsibilities of the Race: v_ Ib. 
If we are going to be successful in the race two 
things we must do: (a) We must lay aside ¢very 
You can’t run the one hundred yard high 
hurdles with an overcoat on. That would-be 
silly. But sillier still would be for a runner who 
wanted to make the team to argue with the coach 
about whether it is morally right or wrong. So in 
the Christian life there are many things that hold 
us back and hurt our running of the Christian 
race. If we succeed these must go. If we don’t 
want to win in the race, all right, but there is no 
use arguing about whether these things are right 
or wrong. We must lay aside the sin which 
does beset us. The sin that holds a runner back 
when he gets on the track is lack of condition. If 
he has not eaten correctly and practised faithfully 
he is soon winded and drops out of the race. Even 
so in the Christian life unbelief is the sin which 
defeats us, and unbelief will surely come if we fail 


to have a regular balanced diet of feeding on the 


Word of God and regular daily practise sessions of 
witness and service. 


3. The Goal of the Race: v2-4. The man who 
wins must stay in his own lane and keep headed 
for the tape. Christ has gone on ahead and laid 
out the lane. He is the goal toward which we must 
be every moving. There is this difference. In a 
human race we have to make it on our own 
strength, but when we really trust the Lord Jesus 
Christ He originates our faith and perfects our 
faith as He strengthens us day by day. 


Suggestions 


The secular world is pressing down Christian 


testimony in young people until it is almost 


impossible to take a stand for Christ without going 
counter to the whole set of things. But as we face 
the new year we had best give full and frank 
consideration to the unbelief about us that destroys 
Christian faith and to the weights about us that 
destroy Christian testimony. Dancing, movies, 
cards, gambling, drinking, and a good many of 
our social customs that are taken for granted 
these days should be examined in the light of these 
truths. Remember, you can debate these things 
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about whether they are right and wrong and get a 
division of opinion. But the testimony of the ages 
has been that they hold a Christian back in Chris- 
tian growth and destroy His testimony for Christ. 
It is not a question of “is it right or wrong?” 
It is a question of, “Will it help or hinder my 
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Christian life and testimony?” After answering 
that question, then comes the question, “Which jg 


- worth more these things or Christ?’ The reader 


can work out a very helpful discussion on the basis 
of this study of the passage in Hebrews and clog 
with a consecration service. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
December 1946 


December 8: Bible Sunday. : 


December 15-22: Ministerial Relief Week. (Special 
responsibility for Secretary of C. E. & M. R.) 


22: Life Dedication Day. (Secretary of 
C 


. E. & M. R. co-operating, as needed, with 
Youth Fellowship.) 


December 25: Christmas, 


December 29: Student Night. (Co-operate and a 
sist, as needed, with Youth Fellowship.) 


December Circle Topic: “Finding The Sure Way To 
Peace.” 


December Auxiliary Topic: “What Is My Church 
a About Carrying The ‘Good News’ Over- 
seas?”’ 


Special Gift of the Month: Joy Gift. 


Treasures From Isaiah 
By Mrs. J. N. Montgomery” 


God speaks in the Book of Isaiah. “Saith the 
Lord,’”’ or the idea in different words, is found 
more than 165 times. Isaiah gives a wonderful 
revelation of God. 


1. In His Names: “The Lord of Hosts” is used 
more than 50 times. God is spoken of as “‘The Lord” 
more than 280 times, as ‘“‘The Holy One of Israel,”’ 
“The Mighty God,” “The Almighty,” “The Most 
High,” “The Lord Jehovah,” “The Light of Israel,” 
etc. 


(Noting the different names and attributes given 
to God, making a chain reference for them, is a 
fruitful way of reading Isaiah.) 


2. In His dealings with Israel. Note the pictures 
in Isaiah, how colorful and vivid his expressions 
are. 


Note special verses. See for example Isaiah 
65:5 (a part of God’s description of “A people 


that provoketh Me to anger’’) “which say: ‘Stand 


by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier 
than thou.’ These are a smoke in my nose, a fire 
that burneth all the day.” 


*Birmingham, Ala. 


Stewardship Of The Gospel 


By Mrs. W. Frank Smith 


Is it not strange, and even amazing, that Chris 
tians, real born-again Christians, are as selfish as 
the majority of us are with God’s Word which pro. 
claims His precious Gospel? 


It is true that when friends are in sorrow, a 
verse sometimes given to comfort—usually on a 
card and not by word of mouth ... At Christmas 
and Easter appropriate verses are made popular on 
cards; verses about our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and this surely must bear some fruit. 
Preachers and Sunday School teachers give the 
Word to those who come to hear; but there are 
three hundred and sixty-five days in the year, and 
only fifty-two Sundays. Does a generous steward 
give of his riches only one day in the week? 


If one hears of a food that is scarce appearing 
on the market, she puts herself out to phone her 
friends about it; takes time to tell them just where 
they can get it, sometimes offers to bring her car 
and take them to the store in a hurry. When that 
same friend finds a wonderful promise in the Bible 
in her morning reading, catches a vision of God's 
love in a way she had not seen it before, and her 
heart glows with the knowledge of the depths of 
the riches she has found, does she as quickly tell 
her family and friends where they can find the 
same? Does the inner glow of that Word stay with 
her all day? 


Maybe this sounds fantastic, or fanatic; maybe 
there are those who just can’t talk about the things 
they feel most deeply; there are other ways of 
telling of the Gospel, a way that carries with ita 
promise. It is easy to carry God’s Word with you 
in tracts or leaflets, to give wherever opportunity 
offers. Our Director of Evangelism recommends 
this way of being a good steward with God’s Word 
and is glad to tell you of the tracts that are bring- 
ing rich returns. There are many all around 1s 
who have not the treasures in Christ that we are 
holding so closely and secretly—and selfishly 
ourselves. 


If Christian Stewardship is “using aright” ou 
talents, let us be sure we share our best gift— 
our sense of security for time and eternity throug! 
Him who is our propitiation for sin. 


Can we not, as women of the Presbyterial 
Church, begin a new advance, a definite resolve 
give our knowledge of the Gospel to some whol 
we meet each day? Uusually we will have to opé 
the way, but mest often we will find yearnil 
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souls who are grateful for the effort we have made 
to tell them of Jesus and His love. 


The Secret! Be so saturated with the Word of 
God that this same Word will overflow to every 
one you meet. 


Come - Ye Thankful 
People - Come! 


By Pattie Spruce Maitland“ 
On this Thanksgiving, 1946—after a whole year 


without war—the hearts of American Christians 
are strangely moved with a deep sense of gratitude > 


for the goodness of Almighty God. Especially is 
this true of women who have received their 
husband, sons, and daughters back from the 
battlefields of the world, Although there is no 
signed peace treaty yet, there is hope of peace, 
and the machinery is in operation to carry it 
through. There is cause for great thanksgiving. 


There is no human emotion which cannot be 
expressed in music, and few of us can think of the 


worship of our God and Father without connecting. 


that feeling with the great hymns of the Church. 


In 1844 Rev. Henry Alford wrote the hymn 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” which has been 
associated by American Christians with Thanks- 
giving Day ever since. As we prepare to pour out 
our praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ this year, let us think upon some of the 
words of that hymn as we count our many blessings. 


“Come, ye thankful people, come, Raise the song 
of Harvest Home.” America’s waving fields of 
grain have never been more fruitful than they 
have been this year. And, now that “all is safely 
gathered in, ere the winter storm begins,” there is 
not room enough to store the grain, nor boxcars 
enough to transport it. “God our Maker doth 
provide, For our wants to be supplied—Come, ye 
— people, come. Raise the song of Harvest 

ome 


But, that One who makes the rain fall on the 
just and unjust hath through our abundant harvests 
supplied for the wants of other nations too, for 
He is our Father and their Father, too. The war- 
weary and starving people of the world look to 
Christian America for the necessities of life. 
American Christians cannot accept and expect to 
keep God’s favor unless they recognize that “All 
the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise 
to yield.” So, with gratitude and dedication of our 
bounty for His service, we will ask Him, in the 
words of Benjamin Franklin, that He will ‘‘Accept 
our kind offices to Thy other children as the only 
return in our power for Thy continual favors to us.” 
Come, ye thankful people come, Raise the prayer 
of Rupert Brooks, “Now our God be thanked, Who 
hath matched us to His hour.” 


Come, ye thankful women, come. Raise the song 
of Harvest Home. All women will rejoice that the 
means are in hand to clothe and feed the needy 
children al] over the world. For mothers there is 
no difference in the hunger of a child anywhere on 
earth, The tender solicitude she gives to her own 
wee ones ones makes her heart sensitive to the need 
of little children everwhere. And in spite of 
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Share Your Thanksgiving! 


If you have a family re-union - spare a thought for 
homes broken and children orphaned by war. 


If you eat Thanksgiving dinner - give the equivalent to 
feed those famishing ones overseas. 


If you worship God - give a gift to represent: His love 
for His children. 


In China, India, Poland, Austria, Germany, 
Italy, Greece, and other countries, the dregs 
of suffering are for those who survived the 
terrors and turmoil of the war. The gnawing 
pangs of progressive hunger steal the mind, 
and cripple the body, threatening to over- 
throw the last frail defense of life itself. 


$1.00 will buy and ship two pounds of dried milk, 40 
cups of milk for undernourished children. 


$5.00 will buy milk enough to save a child’s life all 
winter. 


$5.00 will buy vitamin tablets - a daily dose for 15 chil- 
dren for 10 weeks. 


$8.00 will provide enough supplementary food to keep a 
child alive for a month. 


$10.00 will buy a package containing 29 pounds of food 
to last three weeks for a family of four. 


25 ‘cents buys ten children a cup of milk. 


This gift should be an extra. You have a 
warm home. How many children have no 
home? The terrors and suffering of winter 
are ahead. You can help to take the misery 
out of winter for them. 


Your gifts will be used for supplementary 


foods for those who are sick, alone, uncared 
for by parents, medicines for those who may 


be tuberculous, suffering from malaria, or 


whose emaciated bodies are quick prey to ill- 
ness. 


Hunger in 1946 is not alone hunger of body. 
Its deepest bitterness penetrates and ener- 
vates the human spirit. They live by bread, 
but not by bread alone, as Christ has said. 
The generous fellowship of giving and of 
loving solicitude will save many a burdened 
heart from collapse. The ministry through 
Christian hands brings hope and a blossom- 
ing purpose and effort. The part of your gift 
not used for food will be used for Christian 
service, such as Bibles, hymn books, Chris- 
tian literature, etc. 


Give your money through your loca] church 
at once. Designate it as a Thanksgiving Of- 
fering for War Relief. Listen to radio pro- 
gram, “I Shall Not Want,” to be broadcast 
on Thanksgiving Day in hundreds of com- 
munities. Advertise it to your friends. 


This Share Your Thanksgiving appeal is is- 
sued jointly by many denominations of 
Church World Service, the interdenomina- 
tional relief agency of which the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S., is a member. Throughout 
the United States church people will unite at 
Thanksgiving time in making extra gifts to 
provide a Christian ministry abroad. 


EUGENE L. DANIEL 
Special Representative - War Relief Committee 
Presbyterian Church (U. 8.) 
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standing in line in the grocery store, or doing 
without soap, sugar and meat, there is cause for 
deep gratitude in the thought that when one climbs 
in bed between clean sheets and under blankets, 
one knows that no child need be cold because of 
the lack of means to warm him, and no child need 
be hungry when American Christians have grain 
enough for all. The roar of the machinery of 
war has stopped the formation of Christian or- 
ganizations of mercy and power around the 
world—and women’s hearts are warmed and 
cheered to be a part of this demonstration of 
Christian love and unity. Come, ye thankful 
women, come, voice a prayer of gratitude for the 
— Christian relief organizations in the world 
today. 


Come, ye thankful Christians, come. Raise the 
song of Harvest Home! But the world’s needs are 
more than material—there are aching hearts as 
well as hungry people, and lost souls as well as 
shivering men. The most desperate needs of the 
world are spiritual! It is well for the citizens of 
the United States, and especially the Christian 
citizens, to remember that not a blessing does the 
Anglo Saxon race enjoy today that has not been 
baptized with the blood and tears of men who gave 
sacrificial devotion to great causes. And praise 
for the abundance of our material harvest must 
stem from the deep gratitude for the source of it 
all—tthe religion of the Lord Jesus Christ—which 
is marked by its Church spires all over America, 
calling men to praise and prayer and service to the 
Giver of all good gifts. Come, ye thankful Chris- 
tians, come, Raise the song of Thanksgiving for the 
privilege of being heirs of the accomplishments 
of those saints who have gone before, being 
members of the Christian Church, and for the 
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privilege it gives us to be co-workers with Jesys 
Christ in His work of bringing men and women 
under the power of the Holy Spirit and the guidance 
of His teachings. Let us, the redeemed of the 
Lord, say so! “Lord of harvest, grant that we’’, in 
this harvesting of precious souls, “wholesome grain 
and pure may 


“For the Lord our God shall come, And shal] 
take His harvest Home.”’ There is a warning here! 


The hour—this Thanksgiving, 1946—is late—the 


time for meeting the world’s greatest need js 
short—we are standing at the crossroads between 
the Old World Order and the New! The issue at 
stake is tremendous—no less than the salvation of 
mankind is at stake! God hath matched us to this 
hour—what if we miss the opportunity? There js 
not a minute to be lost—so, let us with hearts ful] 
of praise and thanksgiving go out into the highways 
and byways of this one world and tell the good 
news of the Gospel to the worried and oppressed, 
the lonely and the helpless, yea, to the indifferent 
and the complacent, that we may be used of God 
to bring Peace to this old earth. For, if we know 
our own hearts and recognize the need of the 
world, we will fall at His feet and sing: 


“Even so, Lord quickly come, 

To Thy final harvest Home! 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There forever purified, 

In Thy presence.to abide: 

Come, with all Thine angels, come, 
Praise the glorious Harvest Home!” 


*Mrs. Alexander Maitland, Richmond, Va. 


Young Readers’ Page 


Christmas Thoughts 
By Mrs. R. T. Shields* 


The most beautiful story in all the world is found 
‘in Luke’s Gospel 2:8-21. It is divine, it is true, 
it is historical. It is for every generation, for 
every nation, every age, small children, and grown- 
ups. 


We think of Christmas as a time for the family 
to be together, a time for exchanging gifts. 


Do we think of it as a time to draw closer to our 
Heavenly Father and His children at home and 
abroad? Christmas was given to us by Him when 
He gave His only begotten Son, because He so 
loved the world. Is there a more wonderful verse 
in all the Bible than John 3:16? 


Forty years ago in East China there lived, in a 
small city whose wall was two miles in circum- 
ference, a few native Christians, five American 
missionaries, and four little boys, sons of the 
senior missionaries. The shops in that city had 
no display of Christmas toys or cards or gifts 
because their owners did not know of Jesus’ Birth- 
day. Hence, the Christmas celebration had to come 
from within the hearts and the home of the 


missionaries. In the big cities near the coast 
where there were European shops, there were 
some Christmas displays, but not in the interior 
cities. So, the celebration of Christmas had to 
come from within—showing the native people 
who were only beginning to know about Jesus, 
and those who had not heard of Him, what His 
Birthday means to the world. 


As time went on, more and more people in that 
great land became followers of the Christ Child. 


Christmas in the schools and Sunday Schools was 


a happy time for the children and older boys and 
girls, And in the mission hospitals, the patients 
learned of the “Joy to the World” through the 
singing of Christmas carols, services, and small 
gifts. These gifts were wrapped in red paper, 
according to the custom of wrapping gifts in China, 
and on each parcel was a Christmas card. These 
Christmas cards were saved from the previous year 
and the writing cut off; and, on the back of the 
pretty cards a Bible verse, John 3:16 or Luke 2:14 
was written in Chinese characters. These cards 
often went into homes where the missionary never 
could go, and bore the glad tidings of God’s love. 


One of the most beautiful talks that was given 
to the patients in a mission hospital ward on 
Christmas morning was given by a young Chinese 
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doctor who explained to the patients that Jesus is 
the Light of the World, and asked them to believe 
in Him and come out of darkness into His glorious 
light. Not long after this, this young doctor was 
il] and died, but his message of light will continue 
to shine forth. His widow and three splendid boys 
are “carrying on” in China today. 


In one of the Christian universities in North 
China, the students and others would meet at the 
campus chapel on Christmas Eve just as the sun 
was setting (and some years the moon would be 
coming up at the same time—a marvelous sight!) 
and gather together at the main entrance and sing 
Christmas carols—the same old familiar tunes (the 
words might be in Chinese or English), “Joy to the 
World,” “Silent Night,” “Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing,’ and others. On the tower of this chapel on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Night a large cross, 
formed of electric light bulbs, was lighted and 
shed forth its light for miles around. People coming 
over the country roads would ask, “What is that 
light?” “It’s the Christians’ Lord’s Birthday and 
they are celebrating,” was the answer. Then came 
the sad Christmas of 1941 and the Japanese 
military had control of the campus, so the lighted 
cross did not appear. . 


Some of the Japanese soldiers must have known 
about the Light of the World and that gifts are 
given on Jesus’ Birthday. One of the young 
Japanese sentries was on guard on the campus one 


' evening at Christmas-time, and seeing a Western 


lady go to the home of another missionary where 
there were three children in the home and ring the 
door bell, he followed her. The lady turned and 
saw him. He could not speak English but knew a 
few Chinese words. He said. in Chinese, ‘“‘Little 
child,’ and pointed to the light upstairs. As he 
did so, he reached in his pocket and took out a 
small Japanese doll and gave it to the lady. He 
again pointed up to the light, repeating, ‘‘Little 
cnud,” and took 1rom his pocket a smal tin of fruit 
and gave it to the lady. ‘Then he walked away. 
Surely he knew that it was Christmas time and he 
wanted to give to the children. Did he not know 


_ what Christian Fellowship means? 


As we sing again our beautiful Christmas hymns 
this year, let us give afresh our hearts to Him, Who 
gave Himself tor us, and ask Him to use each one 
ot us in “brightening the corner where we are” at 
home, in our enuren, in our community, and in the 
uttermost part or tne earth, that His Light may 


shine bilgnter and brignter until His Kingdom 


comes on earth. 


“How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls wil] receive 
still 
The dear Christ enters in.” 


*Missionary to China. 
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BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


; 7 answer to each of these begins with the let- 
er 


(1) What the priests hid their eyes from. (2) 
What the people put on, to show their penitence, 
in Nineveh. (3) People who said there is no resur- 
rection. (4) Their death is precious in the Lord’s 
sight. (5) A city Paul visited. (6) What Jesus 
called His followers, in Matthew V. (7) Said, 
‘Lord, Remember me,” ‘in Judges 16. (8) Buried 
in a cave. Genesis 23. (9) One of the three he- 
roes of Daniel] III. (10) Said, “A sword shall 
pierce through thine own soul also.” 


‘uooullg (QT) ‘yourpeyg (6) (g) 
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John Knox On Family Worship 


(An extract from Knox’s “Most wholesome 
counsel, how to behave ourselves in the midst of 
this wicked generation, touching the daily exer- 
cise of God’s most Holy and Sacred Word,” first 
published about the year 1554.) 


“‘Therefore, dear brethren, if ye look for a life 
to come, of necessity it is that ye exercise your- 
selves in the Book of the Lord your God. Let no 
day slip over without some comfort received from 
the mouth of God. Open your ears and He will 
speak, even pleasing things to your heart. 


‘“‘Neither yet may you do this so quietly, that ye 
wil] admit no witnesses. Nay, brethren, ye are or- 
dained of God to rule and govern your own houses 
in God’s true fear and according to His Holy 
Word: your wives and family are your bishopric 
and charge; of you it shall be required how dili- 
gently ye have instructed them in God’s true know- 
ledge. 


‘““And thus I say, ye must make them partakers 
in reading and in making common prayers, which 
I would in every house were used once a day at 
least. 


“Above all things, dear brethren, study to prac- 
tise in life what the Lord commands and then be 
assured ye shall never hear nor read the same with- 
out fruit. And this much for the exercise within 
your houses.” 
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Country Preachers 


By Henry W. McLaughlin 


There is need for preachers.trained for and their 
lives dedicated to rural church work. The Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., has 1,550 churches served in 
groups from one to ten. It has 920 churches with 
less than 200 members that are now pastorless. 
This is 70 percent of the total of our churches. 
Our studies show that these constitute our most 
fruitful fields, if properly cultivated. 


Other Denominations Aroused 


The leaders of all denominations are aware of the 
necessity of enlisting and training young men for 
the rural ministry. The Roman Catholic Church 
has a brotherhood of priests especially trained for 
rural] work who have vowed to serve only in country 
fields. The Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., has 
employed Rev. Richard O. Comfort, Ph.D., to pre- 
sent to students of the agricultural colleges in 
America the call to the rural ministry. The Church 
of the Disciples of Christ has gotten out challenging 
literature on this subject. The National Lutheran 
Conferance has had a commission working on the 
rural church. The report, in part, says: 


“The key to the situation is the rural pastor. 
It must be the concern of the church to encourage 
qualified men to prepare themselves for the rural 
ministry as a life calling and then to give such 
men comprehensive specialized training for this 
ministry in both college and seminary.” 


The Baptist and Methodist Churches are giving 
renewed emphasis to rural church work. The 
Southern Baptist Convention has recently employed 
a Director of Country Church Work in the person 
of Dr. John D. Freeman, an expert in this field. 
His headquarters are in Atlanta, Ga. 


Honorable Thomas L. Bailey, Governor of Mis- 
sissippi, speaking over the radio on the Methodist 
Hour, June 16, 1946, took as his theme, “The Mis- 
sion of the Rural Church.”’ He said in part: “‘The 
little country church helps keep alive this family 
life and by putting religion at the center makes 
the motivation certain and sure, and helps build a 
solid foundation of our national existences. The 
harvest of the rural church is seen in the lives of 
those who live in that community and who go from 
there to find their destinies in the life of the larger 
world. These young people of character, of ca- 
pacity, and of vision sweeten and save the life of 
the cities. 


“Tt is from these rural churches that many of 
our great church leaders come; these churches have 
furnished, and still furnish, the preachers, the 
bishops and the church statesmen to our great 
Methodist Church.” 


The Episcopal Church is aroused. Recent issues 


of the RURAL MESSENGER have been received. 
This is published quarterly in the interest of town 
and Country by the National Council’s Division of 


Domestic Missions in co-operation with the Rural 


Workers’ Fellowship of the Episcopal Church. There 
are some challenging articles revealing the needs 
for the training of rural pastors. 


Presbyterian, U. S. 
_ The theological seminaries of our own Church re- 
cognize the need of pastors trained for rural work. 
Rev. C. Morton Hanna, D.D., has received national 


recognition for the work which he is doing in this 
field in Louisville Presbyterian Theological Sem. 
inary. Rev. James Appleby, D.D., with a fine vision 
for the task, has begun his work in this field at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., and 
Rev. Cecil Thompson has just commenced his work 
in Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga, 
Austin Seminary is making provision for supervi- 
sion of student field work. 


Money Needed 


None of our seminaries have funds sufficient to 
make these experiments permanent. About a year 
ago we ran some advertisements in the church 
papers. These were designed to acquaint our people 
with the needs for $100,000 for each of our seni- 
naries to endow a chair to give specialized training 
fox, country ministers and home missionaries in 
conjunction with evangelism and field supervision, 


Response From Publicity 


The response from the publicity given to the 
needs of the four theological seminaries for funds 
to endow the proposed chairs has not been as 
generous as we had hoped. Seed, however, has 
been sown, and havine been reared on a farm, 
I hope for a harvest. The least generous response 
has been from Austin Theological Seminary area. 
That area has the greatest need because the rural 
population is the largest, and up to the present the 
efforts of our Church in the Austin area have been 
confined mainly to the urban areas. Dr. David L. 
— President of Austin Theological Seminary, 
writes: 


“T am sorry that we cannot report a larger re- 
ceipt toward the endowment of a Chair on Country 
Church Work. The total to date is $137.50. I 
wish we could ear-mark $100,000 of the coming 
campaign for this purpose, but it is already ear- 
marked for other pressing needs.” 


Dr. B. R. Lacy, President of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., reports: 


“To date we have received exactly $1,000.00 
toward the endowment of a Chair of Country 
Church Work. This is a small beginning, but I hope 
it will be a nest egg that will hatch a large brood. 
I believe that all of these contributions were the 
result of your advertisements and of your efforts.” 


Dr. Frank H. Caldwell, President of Louisville 
Theological Seminary writes: 


“To date Louisville Seminary has received 13 
gifts amounting to a total of $2,060.00 for the en- 
dowment of a Chair in the Rural Church. I hope 
very much that we can increase this amount sub 
stantially, and believe that we could do so if al 
‘incentive gift’? of a significant amount could be 
secured to stimulate gifts.” 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, President of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, reports: 


“The total amount received for the endowment 
of the Chair of Country Church Work and Evar- 
gelism at Columbia Theological Seminary is $5,911. 
20. It is impossible for me to say just how much 
our advertising campaign served to assist in the 
securing of this amount, but I think it is conserv& 
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tive for me to estimate that 75 percent of our gifts 
were received as a result of personal solicitation 


and that not more than 25 percent came as a result 


of the advertising.” | 


The opportunities to give are still open, and the 
need is urgent. 


Three Ways to Give 


1. Make your check payable to the treasurer of 
the theological seminary of your choice and send 
promptly either to Austin Theological Seminary, 
Austin, Texas; Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Georgia; Louisville Presbyterian Theolo- 
gical Seminary, 109 East Broadway, Louisville, 
Kentucky; or Union Theological. Seminary, 3401 
Brook Road, Richmond, Virginia. 


2. Transfer your war bonds and make them pay- 
able to the Trustees of the seminary of your choice, 
inserting name and address of the seminary, bonds 
to be held in trust until the time of maturity. Send 
the bonds to one of the addresses indicated above. 


38. Use the following form in your will: “I give, 
devise, and bequeath $________and property named 
as follows to the 
Trustees of (insert name and address of seminary) 
to provide for the support of a Chair to give 
specialized training to country pastors and home 
missionaries in conjunction with evangelism and 
field supervision.” 


Persons making gifts by check or war bonds 
should indicate the purpose of the donor as above. 


Church News 


NOTICE TO MINISTERS 


Passenger Associations which participate in is- 
suing Clergy Permits to ministers have requested 
that the attention of our ministers be called to the 
following rule: | 


“No refund will be made where full fare has 
been paid through failure to obtain or present 
certificate.” Mr. H. W. Siddall, Chairman of the 
Passenger Associations, states that many requests 
have been filed by clergymen for refunds (1) where 
passenger who possessed a certificate, but did not 
have it with him, or her, at the beginning of the 
trip, and (2) where passenger paid full fare for 
trip, then later secured clergy certificate and ten- 
dered a coupon therefrom in support of claim for 
refund down to half-fare, 


In view of the reduced rate (half of first-class 
fare) granted to the clergy, I am glad to pass on 
to our ministers the request that they refrain from 
making claims for refunds under conditions out- 
lined above. Clergy Permits should be secured 
early in the year so as to insure the presentation 
of certificate to ticket agent at the time of pur- 
chase of ticket. 7 


In this connection I call attention to the fact 
that ministers who travel on Assembly expense as 
commissioners or members of committees are re- 
quired to secure and use Clergy Permits. 

| EB. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
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General Secretary 


“He Hath Filled The Hungry With Good 
Things He Hath Holpen His Servant Israel.” 


(Luke 1:53-54) 


Millions of Christians throughout the world 
will at this Christmas Season rejoice in His 
cone - God’s great and unspeakable gift 
man. 


But to countless thousands of poor distraught 
Israel, this Christmas will mean just another 
dreary and cold winter, with hunger, home- 
lessness and despair ever present. 


Will you please help us for His sake to bring 
some cheer and help to our Hebrew Christian 
brethren and our Jewish friends, so that they 
too may know of His love, and praise God 
with us for His coming. 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society 


is engaged in a world-wide ministry of mercy. 
We are sending food, clothing, medicine, the 
Word of God, and ministers of the Gospel, to 
suffering Jews and Hebrew Christians in 
many countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
also at home. 


You too can be a blessing at this Christmas 
Season. Help our testimony. Let the hungry 
be filled with the good things of God and the 


tears be wiped away. Your special Christmas 


Gift, small or large, will be gratefully re- 
ceived. 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society, Inc. 
728-B Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Joseph M. Steele 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen 


President 
Treasurer 


TREASURER FOR CANADA 
Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal of Alma College 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, Israel My Glory, sent 
to all contributors and also on request. 


The Work Is Sponsored By The 
Following Committee 


Archer E. Anderson, Th.D. Will. H. Houghton, D.D. 
George W. Arms, D.D. T. Christie Innes, M.A. 
Louis S. Bauman, D.D. Harry A. Ironside, D.D. 
Lorne H. Belden Albert S. Johnson, D.D. 
Philip A. Benson Nye G. Langmade, D.D. 
Paul L. Berman C. E. Macartney, D.D. 
Herbert W. Bieber, D.D. Walter E. McClure, D.D. 
O. B. Bottorff John H. McComb, D.D. 
Joseph T. Britan, D.D. - Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
Victor Buksbazen, B.D. Howard J. Mieckley 
Lewis S. Chafer, D.D. _ T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Northcote Deck, M.A. Walter T. Riemann 
Walter D. Ferguson,.Ph.D. Harry Rimmer, D.D. 

G. Allan Fleece, D.D. Joseph M. Steele 
Richard Orme Flinn, D.D. Stewart R. Sheriff, D.D. 
Stanley Kieh!l Gambell Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 
Graham Gilmer, D.D. Andrew Telford, D.D. 
Edward J. Griffiths Theodore Strong Wray 
Norman B. Harrison, D.D. 
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Dr. James Sprunt On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. James Sprunt, pastor of the Lookout Moun- 
tain Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., will 
be the speaker on The Presbyterian Hour on Sun- 
day, December 1, 1946, at 8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over 
an independent network of southeastern radio sta- 
tions. 


A South Carolinian by birth, Dr. Sprunt re- 
ceived his education at Davidson College, and took 
his theological training at Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va, His first pastorate was in 
Chase City, Va., and from there he went to the 
Knox Presbyterian Church in Norfolk, Va. He was 
called in 1933 to the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Lynchburg, Va., and after a pastorate 
there of twelve years, he went last year to his 
present pastorate in Tennessee. 


The subject of his address will be, “Ties That 
Bind A Christian Home.” 


Rev. And Mrs. Williams 
Leave For Brazil 


Rev. and Mrs. Donald Williams, new mission- 
aries, left Miami, Fla., on November 16 by Pan- 
American Airways for Brazil, They will be located 
at Recife in the North Brazil Mission. —H.K.T. 


Mrs. R. E. McAlpine 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
announces with regret the death in Roanoke, Va., 
hospital on Sunday at 7:00 P.M., November 10, of 
Mrs. R. E. McAlpine. She was for 48 years a 
missionary of our Church in Japan, having retired 
in 19382.—H.K.T. 


Dr. John S. Land On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. John S. Land, pastor of St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, La., will be 
the speaker on The Presbyterian Hour on Sunday, 
December 8, 1946, at 8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an 
independent network of southeastern radio sta- 
tions. 


A South Carolinian by birth, Dr. Land attended 
Presbyterian College in South Carolina, from 
which he was graduated in 1914. He took his theo- 
logical training at Columbia Seminary, and studied 
later in Tulane University in New Orleans, La. He 
became pastor of the St. Charles Avenue Mission, 
a branch of the First Presbyterian Church of New 
Orleans, in 1917. Under his leadership, the mission 
was soon organized as a Church, and has rapidly 
grown to be one of the outstanding churches in 
the Southern Presbyterian Assembly. 


The subject of Dr. Land’s address will be, 
“Crowding Out Worry.” 


New Hotel, Montreat, N. C. 


The one supreme necessity at present for the 
welfare of Montreat is the completion of the new 
hotel. This must be done to properly care for our 
conferences and the college, and it must be done 
before we can get to the regular schedule of in- 
provements which we had planned before the 
burning of the Alba. 


This building will be a great asset to the whole 
enterprise of Montreat and will add immensely to 
the value of all Montreat property. Let us all join 
hands and go to work in earnest to get the building 
finished at the earliest date. 


Money available for the construction on_ this 
building is almost exhausted and it would be 4 
calamity to have to discontinue the construction 
which is progressing so well. The total amount 
received to date for this building from all appeals 
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js $18,103.73. The total amount needed in addition 
to the insurance is $200,000.00. 


We are now receiving requests from our con- 
ference leaders for reservations in the new hotel 
for their conferences next season. It is impossible 
to have one wing and the dining room ready for 
next summer’s use unless money comes in more 
rapidly and in larger sums than it is at present. 


Any financial help you may give to this cause 


will be well spent and greatly appreciated and will 


be of great value to the cause we love. Please 
make check payable to R. C. Anderson, Treasurer, 
Montreat, N. C., marked “for new hotel.” 


November 14, 1946. R. C. Anderson, President, 
and Treasurer. | 


Dr. E. B. McGukin On The 
Presbyterian Hour 


Dr. E. B. McGukin, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Knoxville, Tenn., will be the speaker 
on The Presbyterian Hour on Sunday, December 
15, 1946, at 8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an indepen- 
dent network of southeastern radio stations. 


Born in Georgia, Dr. McGukin entered Davidson 
College and graduated there in 1922. He got his 
theological training at Union Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va., and for his first pastorate went to the 
Lafayette Presbyterian Church in Norfolk, Va.. in 
1929. Later he was pastor for several years in the 
Presbyterian Church in Winchester, Va. From 
there he went to his present pastorate in Knox- 
ville, Tenn., ten years ago. The degree of Doctor 
of Divinity was awarded Dr. McGukin by King 
College in 1938. 


The subject of Dr. McGukin’s address will be, 
“The Strategy Of Satan.” 
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More Financial 
and we’ve done something 
fine for the Old Book — 


The Holy Bible! It’s always meant a lot to us— 
helped us stand up against life’s hardest knocks. 
We wanted to have a real share in giving it to 
other folks. | 


Then someone told us about the American Bible 
Society’s Annuity Plan and we discovered how we 
could do something fine for the Old Book and at 
the same time protect our income for the future. 


Those checks from the Society have never failed 
to arrive on time—and they’re generous too. Be- 
sides—they’re backed up by the Society’s more 
than 100 years of experience in writing annuity 
agreements. 

Why not send the coupon today and learn how this 
Plan can fit your needs and at the same time help 
to further the distribution of the Word throughout 
the world. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


American Bible Society 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 
PJ-5 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 


Address— 


Name 
| 


| | 
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Winston-Salem Presbytery 


One hundred and twenty-five young people of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery attended the Third 
Annual Presbyterian Youth Fellowship Fall Leader- 
ship Rally, held October 26-27, at the First Pres- 
bvterian Church in Winston-Salem, according to 
Miss Margaret Wyatt, adult adviser for the Pres- 
bytery Council of Winston-Salem. 


This was the Third Annual Retreat for the 
young people of the Presbytery. The first was held 
in the fall of 1944, when the Presbytery Council 
was faced with the problem of organizing fal] dis- 
trict rallies. In the previous years these rallies had 
been small and uninteresting. The Council, under 
the presidency of Miss Eleanor Godfrey, considered 
carefully the needs of the Presbytery and decided 
that leadership training was needed above all else. 


At that time only twelve young people’s groups 
were organized, and in many of the other churches 
there was no one that knew the program, or how 
to organize the young people. It was decided that 
rather than have fall rallies, a Leadership Retreat 
would be held, with officers, highway chairmen 
and adult advisers the only ones eligible to attend. 
In that first retreat Miss Nelle Morton, then of 
the Young Peonvle’s Department of the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education, was the inspira- 
tional leader. Following her talks, discussion 
groups were held for young peovle in organized 


churches and unorganized churches, the purpose 


being to stimulate organization in the Presbytery. 
After the first retreat, the leaders felt that more 
time should be given to class sessions. 


Therefore in this Third Annual Retreat the new 
Youth Fellowship Program was emphasized and 
taught in all classes. Council members who had 
attended the Synod’s Leadership School held in 
Red Springs, N. C., in June, led the groups study- 
ing the work of the commissions, and Presbytery 
officers led the training groups for officers. 


For the retreat the young people were housed in 
the homes of members of the hostess church, and 
the meals, Saturday evening and Sunday noon, 
were served in the church dining room. 


Miss Betty Scott Barber, director of Young 
People’s Work in the Synod of North Carolina, 
keynoted the meeting, speaking on the Presby- 
terian ‘Youth Fellowship Program, and following 
her talk the young people were divided into in- 
terest groups. These met for an hour on Saturday 
afternoon and for three-quarters of an hour on 
Sunday afternoon, discussing and planning the 
work of their respective offices and commissions. 


The young people of the Presbyterian Church in 
North Wilkesboro led in the worship service on 
Saturday afternoon; young people of the Presby- 
terian Church at Reynolda, N. C., directed the 
entertainment on Saturday evening. The young 
people of the hostess church handled the registra- 
tion and were hostesses for the meals and arranged 
for the entertainment of the visitors in homes. | 


Dr. George Mauze, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Winston-Salem, presided at the 


communion service on Sunday afternoon which | 


closed the retreat. 


Gordon Finley, Jr., of North Wilkesboro, is pres- 
ident of the Presbytery Council, and he presided 
at the general sessions. 
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Visitation Evangelism 
Adventure At Elkins. 


By David B. Walthall 


A Visitation Evangelism Campaign of high 
achievement was held by the David Memoria] 
Presbyterian Church of Elkins, West Virginia, 
August 4-7. While no evangelistic or spiritua] 
effort can be measured by numbers alone yet the 
fact that fifteen teams visted 144 prospects in 
three evenings and secured 37 professions of faith 
in Christ and 52 transfers of church membership 
indicates something of its significance. 


The four days of intensive effort represented the 
culmination of much prayer and planning on the 
part of Rev. William B. Ward, the pastor, and Mr. 
Arthur Wood, Sessional Chairman of Evangelisn, 
and a number of other deeply consecrated Chris- 
tians. Dr. David B. Walthall, Regional Director of 
Religious Education for the Synods of West Vir. 
ginia and Kentucky was invited to direct the 
campaign. | 


Prospect lists had been carefully prepared in the 
approved manner well 
centrated effort. Ten teams of men and five of 
women and young neople had been chosen and 
agreed to serve. The program opened Sunday 
morning with a sermon on the heart of the Gosnel 
message. In the afternoon the first intensive 
training period was held in which the teams were 
instructed in the Biblical basis for the effort, the 
motives for personal evangelism, and the technique 
of evangelistic visiting. The Sundav_ evening 
service was devoted to an exhibition of The Power 
of God, an evangelistic film of marked power, pro- 
duced by the Missouri Synod Lutherans. 


Mondav evening Davis and Elkins College was 
host to the sunver meeting of the visitors. Lists 
were distributed, further instruction was given, and 
the teams went out two by two. The first evening 
of visiting produced widesvread amazement on the 
part of the lavmen that they were able to do this 
work so successfully. The tangible results were 
36 decisions out of 55 prosvects interviewed, in- 
cluding 15 professions of faith. The numerical 
results were remarkable but envisioned in terms 
ef spiritual uplift both of those interviewed and 
— interviewing, only eternity will reveal the 
results. 


Similar supper meetings followed by a period 
of instruction and an evening of visitation took 
place on Tuesday and Wednesday. In Luke 10:17 
the Seventy returned with joy saying: ‘‘Lord, even 
the demons are subject unto us in Thv Name.” 
So in Elkins the visitors returned with similar Joy 
in their hearts, One team of men reported six 
professions and five transfers out of fourteen 
prospects interviewed. Another pair secured five 
professions and six transfers out of 12 prospects. 
As had been confidently anticipated no team went 
through the campaign without at least one decision. 
Although the campaign officially closed Wednesday 
night yet the visitors were so enthusiastic that 
they went out other nights in the week to finish up 
those they had not been able to find at home. This 
produced still more decisions. 


A heavy load was placed upon the pastor to inter- 
view and train those making decisions by Member- 
ship Sunday, August 25. But this was. done an 
on that Sabbath morning the hearts of the congreg@ 
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ion were gladdened at the sight of 24 adults 
«ming into the church on profession of faith and 
4) by transfer or restatement, a total of 66 standing 
hefore the pulpit for entrance into the church! 
Yore interviewing resulted in 9 more additions by 
profession and 10 by transfer on October 6, a total 
nf 33 by profession, 14 by restatement and 38 by 
letter uniting with the church as a result of the 
special effort. 


To integrate this large group of new members 
eareful counselling and teaching, a large welcom- 
ing reception, and a program of family sponsor- 
ships was and is being employed. This is considered 
a vital part of the campaign. ) 


Thus again the vision and prayers of the church 
leaders, the consecrated efforts of the visiting 
teams, and the well established techniques of visi- 
tation evangelism were vindicated. It was wide- 
spread conviction of the group that laymen, having 
thus for the first time realized their evangelistic 
powers, would carry on. a continuing program of 
evangelism. The whole campaign was based on 
material provided by our Assembly’s Committee on 
Evangelism (Dr. H. H. Thompson, Director) and 
on the indispensable book A Workable Plan of 
Evangelism by Dawson C. Bryan. 


- Atlanta School Of Evangelism 
Stirs Much Interest 


Great interest is being aroused throughout sev- 


eral Synods and in at least three different Presby- 


terian bodies by the School of Visitation Evan- 
gelism which has been projected for Atlanta, Ga., 
January 12-16, 1947. The School will be under the 
direct leadership of Dr. Guy Black, of Nashville, 
Tenn., who perhaps knows more about it than any 
other religious leader today. The local chairman 
of the School who will supervise its actual set-up, 
preparation, and execution, will be the Rev. Cecil 
Thompson, newly elected head of the Department 
of Evangelism and Church Extension at Columbia 


Seminary. 


This is the first extensive city-wide project of 
this kind in the Presbyterian Church (U. S.) It is 
hoped that it will train church leaders from several 
Synods and spread the fire into many Presbyteries 
and local Churches. Over two hundred pastors and 
church leaders have been invited to participate, 
and will participate actually in the Visitation Pro- 
gram. The effects upon the Presbyterian life and 
power of Greater Atlanta can easily be imagined. 
Over thirty Atlanta Churches will use the program 
for four nights with the visiting ministers working 


‘along with chosen laymen with all of them learn- 


ing by doing. Columbia Seminary thinks so highly 
of the matter that all classes are suspended for 
ae ee and both faculty and students will par- 
lcipate. 


Atlanta Churches are now in process of pre- 
paring extensive prospect lists which will be avail- 
able for those who come to work. The chairman of 
the local planning reports unusual earnestness and 
Consecration on the part of the entire Planning 
Committee. The results should be far-reaching, No- 
vember 15 has been set as the deadline for min- 


isters to accept the opportunity. Pastors from all 
over the surrounding Synods of Georgia have al- 


ready written in their gladness over the oppor- 


tunity. Many of them are pastors of large city 
churches, Some of them are themselves chairmen of 
/‘vangelism, some are pastors of rural areas, and 
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Instead of one Christmas Gift, how would you 
like to make a gift that will come every Christ- 
mas as long as the recipient lives? 


You can do just that through one of our An- 
nuity Gifts. You can purchase the annuity now, 
and present the certificate this Christmas, with 
a statement from us of the exact amount to be 
paid the recipient every Christmas as a fresh 
remembrance from you. 


Both you and the recipient will have the added 
satisfaction of sharing in the work of our 
Church, since the amount invested in the an- 
nuity will go eventually into Foreign Missions. 


Your inquiry will bring full information about 
our Annuity Gift Plan by return mail, in time 
for you to utilize it this Christmas should you 
desire. Write today to: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 
Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 


P. O. Box 330 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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some are themselves evangelists, all wanting to 
share in the work and learn more concerning the 
greatest mission of the Church—that of winning 
men for Christ. 

The eyes of the entire Assembly may well be 
focused upon this new movement that may well 
warm the hearts of the entire Church. The prayers 
of all the church people are asked as our Church 
Jaunches out into this great venture. The chair- 
man of evangelism in every Presbytery in the 
Synods of Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Florida and Mississippi have been invited 
and urged to use this as a special time of training 
for their work. All pastors who have received let- 
ters of invitation and who have not yet responded 
are asked to do so at once. Dr. Howard H. Thomp- 


son, Assembly’s Director of Evangelism, will also — 


assist in the School. It will perhaps be the most 
extensive mass movement for actual evangelization 
and training for evangelization ever attempted in 
our Assembly. 


Montreat 


At the request of Dr. R. C. Anderson, President 
and Treasurer of the Mountain Retreat Association, 
the Board of Directors in meeting on October 30th 
elected Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D., of Birming- 
ham, Ala, President and Treasurer of the Associa- 
tion. Dr. Anderson has been President and 
Treasurer of the Association for the past 35 years 
and three years ago presented his resignation as 
President and Treasurer, but no one has been 
chosen to succeed him until now, and this is done 
at his insistance. 


The Board asked Dr. Anderson to continue as 
President and Treasurer of Montreat College for 
Girls, He was also asked to continue the building 
of the new hotel which is now under construction. 
Dr. Anderson will continue to hold the office of 
President and Treasurer of the Mountain Retreat 
Association until his successor is secured at which 
time he becomes President Emeritus. 


Dr. McGregor was born in Dillon, S. C., October 
30, 1892. He received his B.A. degree at Davidson 
in 1914; attended White’s Bible School in New 
York City, and was graduated from Columbia 
Theological Seminary, then at Columbia, S. C., in 
1919. His charges have been Cedartown, Ga., 
Lexington, N. C., and Burlington, N. C. The last 
named charge, from 1934 till 1942. He was 
moderator of the Synod of North Garolina in 1937, 
and was in charge of religious education and youth 
conferences for several years, It is not known 
whether Dr. McGregor will accept, but the Directors 
sincerely hope he will. Dr. McGregor is now 
pastor of South Highlands Presbyterian Church. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) To The General 
_Assembly’s Training School 
Richmond . Virginia 


F gir Month Of October: 
F Year: 
36.78 


16,587.82 
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‘BOOK REVIEWS 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
_ AND THE REFORMED FAITH 


An Exposition of the Relationship Between the 
Federal Council of Churches and the Reformed 
Church in America. By Rev. Henry P. Kik, 1946, 
The Collegiate Press, Chicago, Ill. 16 pages, 49 
cents per copy. Mail Order Address: Rev. Henry P, 
Kik, 1533 South Sixty-first Court, Cicero, Ill. | 


The pastor of the First Reformed Church of 
Chicago has in this little pamphlet clearly presented 
and truthfully interpreted the issue of membership 
in the Federal Council. Perhaps nowhere else js 
there sO concise and so easily understood an ex. 
position of the Church-Council relationship, 


All who are doubtful about the Southern Prey 
byterian Church’s stand ‘in this matter should 
thoroughly read this booklet. ‘The Reformed 
Church in America for forty-six years has walked 
down the corridor of time with the Federal Council. 
What have been the results? In seeking to bestow 
of our goods to others, we have been robbed our. 
selves! By co-operating with the Federal Council 
and its agencies we have surrendered much of our 
distinctiveness. The distinctiveness of our church 
is its very reason- for existance. Our Church’ 
distinctiveness is based upon the Reformed Faith 
which we believe to be right interpretation of the 
Word. If, however, we no longer believe that 
this distinctiveness is worth-while, then it is time 
to cooperate with the ecumenical movement in an 
organic way—Then allow one Christian Church, 
interdenominational, international, interracial, and 
interdoctrinal, to transform this one world into the 
kingdom of God. All this do without the infallible 
Word, the Christ of God, and the redeeming blood 
of the Saviour.” 


“To continue as a member of the Federal Council 
of Churches cannot but mean the loss of ou 
distinctive Christian witness. It means our having 
fellowship with many who deny the Lord Jesus 
Christ, It means preaching with our fingers crossed 
and our ordination vows neglected, To remain in 
the Federal Council of Churches will eventually 
bring an end to our effective witness to the historic 
Christian Faith.” Here are the proofs, in this 
booklet, of our incompatibility with the Council. 
Here are the facts. We believe they should be thor- 
oughly read and widely disseminated. 

—Harold Borchert. 


A BOOK OF PROTESTANT 
SAINTS 


By Ernest Gordon. Published by the Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. $2.50. 


The title of this book is arresting, by virtue of its 
being, unquestionably, an answer to those who thin 
of: “Catholic” saints. Perhaps the outstanding 
feature of this volume is its originality of material 
This is not relating of well worn names, but a verit 
able encyclopedia of those, who for the most. 
are unknown to fame. Among the greater namé 
are perhaps. the most valuable treatises, as W 


story of. Hans Nielson Hough of. Norway, Ces 
Malan, inspirer of the song, “Just As I Am 
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Frederich Godel, and many others. This is the kind 


of a book you will want to read on long winter 
It cannot be read in a hurry; it will be. 


evenings. 
referred to again and again. Whatever Ernest 


Gordon writes is worth reading—if for no other 
reason, for his scholarly style, inherited no doubt 
in part from his. distinguished father, the late Dr. 
4. J. Gordon. Ernest Gordon is well fitted to re- 
view the lives of these saints—a Boston and 
Harvard background, together with years of study 
on the Continent, has well equipped him for the 
task. One marvels at how he has been obsérving 
closely and widely, leaving no moment of oppor- 
tunity, to capture all good things for the cause 
of Christ. He who would strengthen his faith, 
widen his knowledge, and deepen his appreciation 
of the Christian men and women who have gone 
before will enjoy this book. —Oscar E. Sanden. 


CASE FOR CHRISTIAN | 
EDUCATION 
By Frank H, Colba - Price 15c 


GOD’S GRACIOUS PROMISES 
Price 10c 


FRIENDS FOREVER 
By Wm. A. Kramer - Price 15c 
Published by Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. : 


Case For Christian Education, a five act play, 
meets the long felt need for a simple way to 
dramatize the possibilities in Christian Education. 
As a play this will be easy to use; there are only 
a few major characters, yet enough minor char- 
acters so that a large number of children in Sun- 
day School can be used in the course of five acts. 
The scenery is very simple, and the dialogue is not 
difficult; there are few long words and no com- 
plicated sentences, 

God’s Gracious Promis€s consists of twenty of 
the best promises in both Old and New Testaments. 
They are attractively printed, and bound in a 
rainbow covered pamphlet. This pamphlet would 
make an especially good gift for anyone in time of 


sickness, trouble, or sorrow. 


Friends Forever is an interesting, illustrated tract 
for children under teen age. It sets forth, in 
story form, the way by which a child may win 
At the same time it offers 
an argument for Sunday School and Church at- 
tendance which would appeal to children. | 

—E. McKinley Weaver. 


= 


JESUS THE MESSIAH 


By William Manson. Published by the West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.75. 


A critical analysis of the origin of the Christian 
religion, based on an examination of the basis of 
confession of Jesus as Messiah. The synoptic 
tradition of the Christian revelation of God is here 
made the foundation for the components of Chris- 
llanity as contrasted with the views arrived at by 
a cumparative study of religion, with reference to 
Form Criticism. This is a book for the minister’s 
Workshop, or perhaps rather, the Seminarian, It 
is too involved and technical to hope for wide 
teading among those not trained in critical, modal, 
studies. A slight tendency towards artificiality 
seems to weaken what is otherwise a profound and 
enertul production, dealing with a specific ques- 
lon. —QO. E. Sanden. 


HEADQUARTERS 


Linens—Embroideries—F abrics 


Custom 
ar 
1837 ,Msrking 109 1946 
To The Church And Clerg: 
Ox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


Wings For The Soul 


‘“‘My heart gives thanks for younder hill, 
That makes this valley safe and still; 
~~ That shuts from sight my onward way 

And sets a limit to my day. 
_.I] thank Thee, Lord, that Thou dost lay 
These near horizons on my way. 
If I could all my journey see, 
- "Phere were no charm of mystery, 
No veiled grief, no changes sweet, 
No restful sense of tasks complete. 
I thank Thee for the hills, the night, 
For every barrier to my sight, 
For every turn that blinds my eyes 
To coming pain or- glad surprise, 
For every bound Thou settest nigh, 
To make me look more near, more high, 

For mysteries too great to know; 

_ For everything Thou dost not show. 
- Upon the limits rests my heart; 
Its safe horizon, Lord, Thou art.” 


—Anonymous. 
- THE ENRICHMENT OF LIFE 
By Paul N. Elbin. Association Press, 347 Madi- 


son Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


It would be well if many who have the privilege 
of conducting student chapel services would take 
this task more seriously. Altogether too many 
ministers and professors take this matter lightly, 
overlooking the fact that a chapel hour in the life 


of a student might count for more than anything 


in his student experience. “The Enrichment of 
Life,” a series of College Chapel talks by President 
Elbin of West Liberty State College, West Virginia, 
comes as a stimulating help to those who must pre- 
pare for such assignments. According to Dr. Elbin, 
education is not measured in terms of semester 
credit hours but is the process whereby life is en- 
riched, | —Oscar E. Sanden. 
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sped into the clou anks, aS we waved to him é 
By Wendell P. Loveless. Moody Press, 163 In- £004 bye. For week he had. been blowing his I & 
ow tha ospel radio broadcasting is here, an an eye opener. very prospective missionar , 
by most ministers profit by reading it. The story of HCJB. the 
ristian workers, at least occasionally, it is be- missionary radio station in the heart of the And 
coming apparent that radio broadcasting is likewise is a living, throbbing, vital productive monument 
an art. But even as the musician must first study to the work of Christ. This is a living monument 
may well first study homiletics, so the radio preach- *s e Andes. ypically o arence Jones, th 
er will want to know the science of broadcasting. famed broadcaster did not forget to mention his 
ind ever printed, s author describes the effor modern technique that hyphenates the modern 
as one of pioneering. It is calculated to serve as mechanic and the modern mechanic and the present 
a text book of Gospel radio for Christian Training message. —O. E. Sanden. . 
Schools; to help the actual broadcasters, and also to as | 
enable the hearers | to better is 
“behind the scenes.’”’ The well informed student FROM ROMAN PRIEST TO & | 
today’ thods will profi tly by this book. 
of today’s methods will profit on RADIO EVANGELIST 
ILLUSTRATION OF BIBLE ervan Press, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00, 
TRUTH This is the time to re 
ad such a book as this, 
By H. A. Ironside. Moody Press, 153 Institute Now that the mission fields are opening up to the 3 
Place, Chicago, IJ]. Price $1.00. a of us, and that opportunities beckon, it 
For those who are looking for a new book of 
helpful sezmon illustrations, or helps for any of Cae 
n South America. Now that we are 
inspirational talk that might be given, there is good becoming “hemisphere-minded” it is well f ra 
mews here. While there are some who criticize the us 
use of illustrations, we remember that the Master, 0 
who spoke as no one else had ever done, pronounced ‘a new insight into th It mall 
immortal truths in His illustrations; and the great for af some of es Christie is 
preachers and teachers of history have done the in this event lead. thouch outside r. ngs syne: 
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powerful sermon.” The illustration “Who Can of the Lord Jesus Christ. O. E. Sanden. 7 
Pay?” is a trenmendous sermon in itself, the $e 
section iliustrating ‘‘Verbal Inspiration” is nothing | | 
short of brilliant, There are a hundred others— Sin’s Service Is : 
weil worth knowing. —Q. E. Sanden. | Slavery . ao 
~ | “An learned this truth; for James 
on his deatnbed, tnus addressed his son: ‘There 
THE REASON FOR is no slavery nke sin, and no liberty like God’s 
OUR HOPE service.’ Was not tne dethroned monarch right? 
By Vernon Grounds. Published by the Pinebrook What think you of the fetcers ot bad habits? What 
A thought provoking little volume of 109 pages, know you a more thorough captive? oe covetous a 
so crowded with apt rele,ences and quotations as man tous day and night tor weaith, what is he but in 4 
to stimulate one with a great desire to read more a siave? ‘Tne sensuai man, the ambitious man, the Ti 
Widely. ‘Ihe on wordly man—tnose who, in spite of the re 
is especially heiprtul tor times like this. 1s monsirances of conscience, cannot break away | 
someumes doubtiul whether one’s point 1s gained _ trom encnrallment—wnat are tney, if not the sub- ob 
by ,eaucing an argument of religion down to an jects ol a tyranny than which there is none sterner, have 
“either-or’ position, wnen the derender may be and none more degrading?”’ day 
crowaed out or his place. ‘lhe auctnor seems at | Ay 
times tO put nimseli into versy crowded quarters. “If the Son of God shall make you free, ye shall “ay 
but all tnrougn tne book there breatnes tne spirit be free indeed.” (Jonn 8:36). keep 
or taith, ot nope, of courage, of conviction. A a3 1. 
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‘THE Book For Our TIME!’ 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
AE OES, three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,” and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” | 


$3.00 
Postpaid 

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
—-Frank S. Mead, Christian 

eraid. 


WEAVERVILLE. 


AML 


ATTENTION MINIS 
ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


THEREFORE STAND ” 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, and who will agree to read 
the book and endeavor to get other members of his 
session to read it. The subscription may be either 
for himself or for someone else. This offer good 
only to ministers and elders under conditions de- 
scribed above. We shall be glad to fill orders for 
others at $3.00 per copy postpaid. 


Offer Good Only Until January 1, 1947 


WRITE DIRECT TO 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
NORTH CAROLINA 
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The Minister As A Teacher 
By Rev. Joseph M. Getty* 
that those who participate really learn. For as 


there may be much preaching from the pulpit with- 
out conversion in the pew, so there may be much 


Command and teach these things. Let no one 
despise your youth, but set the believers an example 
In speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 
I Timothy 4:11, 12, 


These words of wisdom, traditionally attributed 
to Paul the aged, and addressed to young Timothy, 
have lost none of their pertinence for pastors in our 
day. For they contain good advice for men whose 
major business is preaching. The meaning might 


be caught more pointedly if we were to translate, 


eep on commanding and teaching these things. 
Never let anyone despise your youth, but constantly 
set before believers an seemale in speech, in con- 
duct, in love, in faith, and in purity. In a word, 
s0 teach and so live that instead of despising your 
people will see the dignity of youth 
in you. 


We wish to underscore for you today the im- 
portance of teaching in a successful preaching 
ministry. We also wish to suggest the importance 
of gaining the respect and the following of your 


ock by the power of your pastoral example. By | 


teaching we mean so guiding a learning process 


telling without learning. 
pupils learn. 


We teach when our 


I. The Importance of Combining Teaching With 


Preaching. First, let us recognize the importance 
of a teaching ministry. When I was a student in 
a Seminary which has the reputation for training 
teachers, it was difficult for me to understand how 
some of my fellow students could become so en- 


thusiastic over Jesus as the Master Teacher and 


then despise teaching as a part of the minister’s 
task. They would relegate teaching to persons of 
lesser ability and training, arguing to themselves 
that teaching was not important enough to concern 
men who would be ministers of the Gospel. Again, 
they would thrill to the school of John Calvin, 
who attracted Christian leaders from the British 
Isles and Europe to Geneva through his ability as 
a teacher. Yet they would forget John Calvin the 
teacher as they argued over the merits and de- 
merits of his theology. To be sure, neither Chris- 
tianity nor Reformed Protestantism could have 
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succeeded without great teaching, but that is easily 
forgotten by aspiring young preachers. Do we 
dare choose between teaching and preaching? That 
is not required, for the minister does not face a 
choice between teaching or preaching, but rather 
the necessity of combining teaching with preaching. 


For who is it that despairs of the prayer meeting 
and of the Sunday night service but the preacher 
who can do nothing but preach? And who sends 
men and women to college spiritually illiterate but 
those pastors who have not learned the art of 
combining teaching with preaching? 


II. Teaching From the Pulpit. How was Timothy 
to teach? He was to teach by precept and example. 
He was to teach in the pulpit. Like the young 
preacher of today he might preach topical sermons 
or he might preach expository sermons. He might 
preach eloquent sermons or he might preach simple 
sermons. He might preach doctrinal sermons or he 
might preach practical sermons. But they must be 
an unfolding of the revealed truth of God as this 
truth was pertinent to the everyday living of the 
neople. The young preacher must not declare as 
true his halfbaked ideas picked up from reading or 
comments on the radio or lectures. These ideas 
must have been tested by the everlasting Gospel of 


Christ and worked out in the preacher’s experience. 


if they are to feed the flock and to gain the respect 
of the people. Therefore the preacher today must 
not use his pulpit as a sounding board for untested 
ideas, but as a flaming altar where God’s truth 
breaks forth into the life of man. 


III. Teaching in the Parish. The young preacher 
was also to teach in his parish. For preachers 
always have two avenues of proclaiming truth. The 
one is in doctrine and the other is in conduct. Let 
your conduct, savs Paul to Timothy, demonstrate 


the nower of a noble example in speech, in conduct,. 


and in spirit. He might well say to us, you may 
teach soundness in the faith so vehementlv and so 
blindly that you lose your love for your Christian 
brethren and your people lose their love for Christ. 
By taking yourself and your position too seriously 
you may forget to be natural among the members 
of your church. Some of them may conclude that 
you are a queer sort of duck who should be drowned 


in the lake. Of course, they will not drown you in 


the lake—they will only wish they could. And they 
will likely reject the good in you along with the 
bad, the holy with the “holier than thou.” — 


IV. Teaching in Relation to the Educational 
Program of Your Church. Let us suppose that you 
profess a great interest in the Women’s Auxiliary 
in your church. Yet you never take the time or the 
trouble to let the women teach you what they are 


doing and striving to do. That would be a confes- 


sion of your ignorance. So you praise them when 
you can, and use them for what you can get out of 
them, but never really take the trouble to under- 
stand their work. Do you think they do not know 
your real attitude? Do you suppose that they do 
not say to each other what they would never say to 
you—that you are not really as interested in them 
and their program as you profess to be? | 


- Or again, if by some strange cut-throat reasoning 
you assume a conflict between the educational and 
the evangelistic program of your church, and if you 

rofess a great interest in the educational program 

ut see in it only a means of supporting your 
preaching, the congregation will know that you 
think nothing is really. important except your 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Dec. 2, 1946 
| Seventy-Third Annual Volume 
PELOUBET’S SELECT 
By Wilbur M. Smith 
A Commentary On The International 


Bible Lessons For Christian Teaching 
Uniform Series 1947— Cycle 1945-50 


This well-known and time-honored volume 
has been continuously published for seventy- 
three years. The 1947 edition offers such an 
abundance of teaching material so definitely 
applied to everyday life, so illustrated by 
stories, comments and quotations, that any 
teacher of any age group can find here an 
excellent general background for the study 
and presentation of the lesson. The fifty-two 
lessons for the year are treated with scholar- 
ly Scriptural interpretation; numerous pic- 
tures, full-page reproductions in color, ma- 
terial for the Junior Department, etc., com- 
bine to make a treatise covering the need of 
every Sunday School worker, teacher and 
pupil. Price $2.00. 


ORDER FROM 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


preaching, with the emphasis on the your. If it is 
only a means of helping you to get results at the 
altar and is not a means of building up the men- 
bers of your church in the most holy faith, your 
congregation will soon learn that you are more 
concerned about your revutation as a_ preacher 
than you are about Jesus Christ and those He died 
to save. 


Your task as a preacher is to proclaim the un- 
searchable riches of Jesus Christ, but your task 
as a teacher is to help people in practical ways to 
understand those riches and to cultivate those habits 
and attitudes which lead them to a fuller experience 
of the riches of Christ. In this you are showing 
your faithful teachers what they can be doing with 
their opportunity. The saintly woman who teaches 
the youth of your church lacks your training and 
perhaps your ability, but without her work you 
would not have some of those young people in your 
pews. Your example in understanding the educa- 
tional work of the church is vital and necessary if 
you are really to build your church for the glory 
of God and the good of men. | | 


Conclusion 


What Paul wrote to Timothy and what we ale 
trying to say to you is that your example in teach: 
ing by word: and deed is absolutely essential for 
fruitful preaching. - Blessed is the man who 3 
gifted as a preacher and who has sufficient insight 
to buttress good preaching with effective teaching: 


*Dean of Instruction, General Assembly’s Trait 
ing School, Richmond, Va. Ween 
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The Joy Gift 


TO BE MADE IN DECEMBER OFFERS ALL THE MEMBERS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN FAMILY 


An Opportunity To Reveal To Our Ministers And To The 
World A Sense Of Justice And Appreciation 


“The laborer is worthy of his hire.” A large number of our ministers and missionaries who 
labored on inadequate salaries were forced to retire on account of age or disability before 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund was established—others ceased from their labors and left a 
widow or dependent fatherless children who need for a time the Church’s care. We will pro- 
vide for our own! 


An Experience Of Real F ellowship With 
Christ And His Servants 


The Apostle Paul emphasizes this happy experience in II Corinthians 8:1-5, where he writes 
of “the fellowship of the ministering to the saints” _— came through the liberal sacrificial 


gifts of the grateful Corinthian Christians. 


A Joy That Extends In Four Dimensions 


The Joy Gift brings hope and relief to these faithful servants of the Church who in the quiet 


of their homes are easily forgotten. It brings joy to this Committee in whose hands the Church 


has reposed this sacred trust. It affords satisfaction and joy to those who give. It rejoices the 
heart of their Master and ours who said: “Inasmuch as. ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” | 


Make Remittances Payable To William H. Hopper - Treasurer 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Wade H. Boggs - Executive Secretary 
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